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Examining Horses at Shows. 
By D. Puau, F.R.C.V.S., Sevenoaks. 


This communication is an endeavour to see 
how far it is humanly possible to come to some 
definite opinion amongst veterinary surgeons as to 
which is the better course to adopt in examining 
horses for show purposes: whether to reject or pass 
an animal which leaves in one’s mind a genuine doubt 
as to the existence or otherwise of a certain un- 
soundness. It seems ludicrous, and at the same time 
reflects detrimentally upon the whole profession, 
that an animal may, and often does, get rejected at a 
particular show and pass at another. 

A breeder and exhibitor once said to me: “I am 
never exercised in my mind as to whether an unsound 
animal is rejected at a show, but I always have a 
dread of a sound one being spun.” This feeling of 
uncertainty, disparagement and loss amongst breeders 
and exhibitors should, as far as possible, be removed, 
and every encouragement given to the business 
which is struggling bravely against odds to keep the 
breeds of horses in this country second to none. 

The following experiences will help to illustrate 
the point raised in this question : 

(i.) I examined for the Ministry of Agriculture a 
fine specimen of a Shire stallion and passed it as being 
free from all hereditary diseases. Some weeks later 
he was rejected for sidebones at a Shire horse show. 
The owner was very annoyed, having only recently 
paid a high price for the animal. A skiagraph was 
taken of both fore feet which very clearly demon- 
strated that there was no deposition of calcareous 
salts in the cartilages, which were consequently sound. 
This finding was supported by four veterinary 
surgeon's certificates. As a result, the Shire Horse 
Society withdrew all imputations against the animal. 

(ii.) Rejection once again occurs at a Shire horse 
show of a stallion for ringbone. This animal I had 
passed for the Ministry only the same season. Unfor- 
tunately for the owner, it contracted influenza and 
subsequently meningitis, from which it died. The 
pasterns were boiled and the bones carefully examined 
without revealing any suspicion of disease or anything 
abnormal. 

(iii.) A Shire mare, rejected at one show for side- 
bones and at subsequent shows. 

These animals were examined at the shows by 
well-known veterinary surgeons some | know person- 
ally, and for whom [ have every regard. 

I gathered that in each case they held a little 
consultation before giving their verdict. That, to 
my mind, indicates that there was an element of doubt 
in their minds as to the existence or otherwise of the 
defects mentioned. Consequently, I do feel that 


| 
| an adverse decision should not have been given, 
because, if their worst impressions matured, the 
/ animals could be rejected when shown later. In 
my opinion, there should be no anticipation of some 
defect developing, but one’s verdict should be given 
of the horse as it stands at the moment. I venture 
to place before you my deductions from such cases 
as these in order to elicit the opinion of those veterinary 
surgeons who have had considerable experience 
with heavy horses 

When examining for shows, no horse should be 
rejected for sidebones where there is flexion, however 
slight, in that part capable of being manipulated. 
No stallion should be rejected for ringbone without 
the aid of X-ray where there is considerable 
thickening of the skin and subcutaneous connective 
tissue, which is occasionally ranged in folds or promin- 
ences. These defects make it impossible to give an 
accurate opinion without the above suggested help. 





Some Aspects of Dystokia. 


Discussion ON Mr. F. T. Harvey’s CAMBRIDGE CONGRESS 
PAPER. 

Mr. E. P. Epwarps, Mold: In opening this debate, 

[ should like to congratulate the Congress Committee upon 

the selection of a subject of such great and practical 








importance to the veterinarian and the stockowner, 
and also to be allowed to compliment Mr. Harvey upon 
his excellent and comprehensive survey of a field of work 
which is as vast as it is difficult. LI take it that my function 
is, within the time allowed me, and adhering strictly to the 
author’s text, to offer frankly whatever destructive and 
constructive criticism [ may, with a view both to arousing 
a vigorous debate here, and also in the hope that we may 
mutually acquire some knowledge that will help to lighten 
and shorten the labour of the obstetrist and of his patient. 

Obstetrical work is essentially a field in which no helpful 
contributory art can be neglected, and the author gives 
a long list of arts and sciences, a knowledge of which is, 
as he says, of great value to the obstetrician. [f I would 
add to this list, it would be to say that the man who has, 
in addition, a liberal amount of common sense, 
patience, judgment, tenacity of purpose, and a certain 
constructive imaginative faculty, enabling him to visualise 
what he cannot see, hast he equipment forthe ideal obstetrist 

a man seldom at a loss for new resources to meet unfore- 
seen difficulties, and one very difficult to persuade that 
he is beaten. 

The author makes two statements of a general character 
which appear to me to call for analysis and comment. 
The first is, that there is a modern tendency to adopt 
Cesarean section early, in dystokia of the smaller animals. 
No one will deny that it is the duty of the surgeon to decide 
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quickly, where section is the only resource, such as in 
malformed pelvis, and in those cases where it is intended to 


of one of them. Doubtless, modern antiseptic surgery has 
rendered this classic operation, bequeathed to us from 
antiquity, more feasible than ever before, in our patients. 
But it has to be remembered that quiescence of the patient 
after operation, and, in general practice, hospital conditions 
for the operation, and especially for the after nursing, 
are much more difticult to attain in the lower animals. 
Moreover, in the bitch, ewe and sow, the manipulative and 


instrumental resources of the surgeon are by no means | 


small, and I am of opinion that with the exceptions named, 
Cesarean section, should, and will in general practice, 
remain a last resort, though, where undertaken, it should 
always be done before exhaustion of the mother is 
evidenced. Cesarean section would appear to be indicated 
in those cases so frequently met with in the bitch, ewe and 
sow where, owing to delay and consequent decomposition 
of the foetus, delivery by the natural channel is often diffi- 
cult or impossible ; everything seized by the forceps tears 
away, until nothing can be reached. Unfortunately, it is 
precisely these cases which not only offer no hope of de- 
livery of the offspring alive, but also little of saving the 
mother, owing to uterine sepsis, and, to my mind, Cesarean 
section is not justified unless the chances of saving one or 
both of the objectives are distinctly good. Major Hobday 
tells me, in correspondence on this subject, that he has 
always avoided Cesarean section as far as possible and 
prefers to do the “ Porro” operation and remove the 
uterus entire, as offering the better chance of saving mother 
and offspring. Major Hobday also points out that a very 
useful operation is to do a laparotomy, and guide the 
foetus into the pelvis, so that it may be grasped with 
forceps by an assistant and so delivered. The author 
mentions, on page 158, this method for reposition of the 
uterus in an otherwise irreducible twist, and in both in- 
stances this appears to me to be a valuable procedure. 

In the second generalisation, the author indicates that 
there is a modern tendency, in the larger animals, towards 
effecting delivery without embryotomy, and says: “In 
this connection there is no doubt that the larger and 
longer the experience of the obstetrician, the less often 
will he have recourse to it.” If by this is meant that 
the more expert the obstetrician becomes, the more 
frequently he will overcome difticulties by manipuletion, 
and so need embryotomy less often, I agree at once. 
But it the author means, and approves, that embryotomy 
should be discarded for forced extraction, then I must 
disagree. In all malpresentations, where manipulative 
efforts fail, there are only three alternatives: Cesarean 
section, forced extraction, or embryotomy. The first 
I have spoken of in relation to the smaller animals, and its 
value in the larger animals is more or less negligible ; 
but of embryotomy, I must say that it is oftener, and 
earlier, that | have recourse to it as my experience grows. 
In my view, embryotomy is frequently not begun early 
enough ; the animal and surgeon are often exhausted, 
and the former perhaps damaged by manual and manipu- 
lative efforts, where a quick decision to do the necessary 
embryotomy would save the patient’s life and conserve 
the time and energy of the surgeon. With rare excep- 
tions, in bad cases, it is the life of the mother we are out to 
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save, and too often there have been delay and to spare, 
amateur efforts, and much pulling and dragging before the 


save the life of either the mother or offspring at the expense | surgeon arrives, and there is no more striking, salutary, 


and indelible object lesson to an ignorant client of the 
“ pulling-and-dragging”’ order, than a successful and 
That client, at any 
rate, will begin to see that his veterinary surgeon has 
resources he has not, and there will be less delay and 
neighbourly meddling the next time. 


ForceD EXTRACTION. 


If adjustment of a fcetus is impossible, and embryotomy 
discarded, the alternative, in the mare, is forced extraction, 
and the two classic presentations in which it is practised 
appear to he the breech and that of both forelegs presented, 
with head and neck diverted laterally on either side. 
If we may define “forced extraction” to be “ delivery 
of a foetus by traction, without correction of the cause of 
dystokia,” then, the author appears to advise it in two 
other presentations to which I must refer later. Although 
one may suspect that the use of forced extraction will 
naturally appeal most strongly to short-armed men, 
nevertheless, it is also advocated on its merits, as preterable 
to a long embryotomy in the mare, with possible sepsis 
following. Whilst they may be very willing to believe that 
in forced extraction there is such an easy way out of some of 
our formidable troubles, those who oppose it, or have no 
experience of it, are entitled to ask for wide and frank 
statistics, with careful and full details of the cases selected 
and their results, which, as Williams says, are wanting in 
veterinary literature up to the present. That it is success- 
ful in specific cases no one doubts, but “‘ one swallow does 
not make a summer,” and the method, as the author 
points out, is apparently so serious in its risks and involves 
such experienced judgment in selection of cases, is so 
unsurgical, and, so to speak, empirical in character, that the 
profession should, I think, hesitate to give it the seal of 
approval, without the fullest evidence both of its success, 


| its humanity, and, last but not least, of its necessity. 


On the other hand, those who oppose it have to show 


| that there is a reasonably quick and safe surgical method 


of delivery, not likely to be followed by sepsis in the mare. 
Nor must “ the opposition ’’ leave out the human element, 


| for though, in considering scientific surgical methods as 
_ such, we must, I take it, legislate primarily for the ideal 





surgery of the ideal obstetrist, yet, the human factor here 
is @ very real one, for who of the lankiest of us has not 
longed for the length of arm of our ancestor, the “orang 
outang,” upon occasions? To take the breech first : 
In both the cow and mare we meet cases in which it is either 
impossible or very dangerous to retrovert the hind legs. 
What methods of delivery have we? In both mare and 
cow, there offers the intra-pelvic chisel section of the 
femoral shaft and pelvic floor, as described by Williams, 
and in the former, in addition, forced extraction. The 
intra-pelvic operation is effective, but it is long, compli- 
eated and not devoid of risk, both in itself and also from 
sepsis following. In my opinion, the embryotomy which 
in this presentation best fulfils the conditions laid down, 
as against forced extraction, viz., that it must be rapid, 
available for the short-armed man, and in the mare 
not lead to sepsis of the uterus, is the backward removal of 
the hind leg from the femoral head. Williams considers 
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this operation to be, in both cow and mare, impossible, 
owing, he says, to the difficulty of dislocating the head of 
the femur from the acetabulum. The operation is only 
meagrely described by Fleming, and I have been surprised 
to find that very few veterinary surgeons appear to practise 
it. I described the technique of this embryotomy in a 
paper published in the Record, in 1923, and there is not 
time to give details here. I have practised it constantly 
during the last thirty-five years, in mare and cow, and I 
want to say that, in my opinion, this is the easiest, safest 
and quickest of all the embryotomies. The shortest- 
armed man can always, in the breech of mare or cow, 
reach the hip joint, and that is as tar as he needs to get to 
do the required work. 

The “bogey” of the difficulty, or impossibility, of 
detaching the femoral head from the acetabulum should be 
given decent burial, for it is simple, safe, and quickly 
accomplished. This embryotomy also is the least likely 
of all to be followed by septic troubles, for the simple 
reason that the work is done, almost entirely, in the vaginal 
and posterior pelvic cavities, as distinct from the uterus 
proper. Once the femoral head has been disjointed, 
the muscles around divided, and the femoral head roped, 
traction brings the femoral end out to the vagina. Then a 
longitudinal incision of the skin, done just within the vulval 
entrance, allows further traction to skin the leg until the 
hock is reached, when a circular incision of the skin frees 
the leg entirely. In ordinary cases, in the cow, twenty 
minutes is a maximum time to complete the operation, and 
in a reasonably quiet mare it need take little longer, and 
usually in both mare and cow, after removal of one leg, 
retroversion of the other becomes possible. On these 
grounds, I would submit that forced extraction of the 
breech in the mare is unnecessary, and is unjustified, 
and would also say, that in cow or mare, in all cases where 
there is risk or difficulty in retroversion, the backward 
removal of the limbs offers a quick, safe and easy 
delivery. 

In those cases, not infrequently met with in the cow, 
of monstrosities with twisted, stiffened, or ankylosed 
joints, such an operation is absolutely the only method 
of delivery possible, unless the intra-pelvic chisel section 
is adopted, but, in either case, the backward leg removal 
is infinitely safer, shorter and easier. 

The second presentation in which forced extraction is 
used is lateral deviation of head and neck with both fore- 
legs present. In this case, also, I consider that even for 
a short-armed man, there is ““a more excellent way,” 
namely, to sever the spinal column with the chisel. Re- 
moval of a foreleg, though generally effective, is often a 
long and arduous operation, almost impossible in very 
large foals for a short-armed man, but the head, or some 
part of the diverted neck, can always be reached, and the 
chisel is safe, quick and efficient. Moreover, in many 
cases after the vertebrae have been severed, such increased 
mobility is afforded that reposition of the head often 
becomes possible, without complete removal backward 
of the severed portion, whereas it does not always follow, 
after removal of one foreleg, that it may not be necessary 
to remove the other. 

In chisel section of the neck also, the work is done rather 
in the posterior pelvic and vaginal cavities than the uterus 
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proper, and therefore sepsis in the mare is less likely to 
follow. 

In this presentation also, it should, I think, be remem- 
bered that it is not seldom accompanied by “ wry neck,” 
and in such a case removal of a foreleg may prove of little 
value, because the rigid neck cannot be turned, even when 
the mouth or orbit can be secured, and although there 
would be room to turn a normal one. 

1 consider the chisel to be a must valuable instrument — 
more under control, safer and much more rapid than the 
wire saw. In my hands wire saws frequently broke, 
took too long to pass through skin, became clogged with 
débris of muscle or bone, which rendered them ineffective, 
slow in action, and laborious in use. Moreover, there are 
many cases in which it is impossible to get the saw intu the 
required position for use, chafing of the vaginal wail is 
not easy to avoid, and [ much prefer the chisel, which is, 
in my opinion, deserving of more attention than it has 
hitherto received in this country. At the outset I referred 
to two presentations other than the principal ones in which 
the author advises forced extraction. The first is on page 
133, where he speaks of cases where, after delivery of the 
forepart, pelvic locking occurs, owing to the presence of 
one or both hind legs in the passage, and says: ‘If one 
or both hind feet can be secured and traction exerted, 
delivery may be easy.” ‘This appears to me to be forced 
extraction in an aggravated form, and, indeed, to violate the 
fundamental principle of that method, which I have 
always understood to be to allow the unadjusted parts of 
the foetus to drift backwards and accommodate themselves 
either in the uterus, or in the soft and yielding parts of the 
foetal body. Doubtless, in very small foals, or even in 
calves, where there is a very marked disparity between 
the size of the maternal pelvis and the foetus in favour of 
the former, delivery in this position may be easy or even 
spontaneous. In such the cases are simple, and serious 
pelvic locking could hardly occur, but where, in normal 
proportions of the passage and the passenger it does, 
I should consider forced extraction to be more risky than 
in the breech. In the latter, the hind legs are at least al- 
lowed to drift back into the uterus, whereas here the whole 
legs are compelled by traction to occupy the maternal 
pelvis at the same moment as the fcetal pelvis, so adding the 
thighs to the diameter of the buttocks. In such cases, 
I think the foetus should be divided,*the remnant repelled, 
and retroversion of the hind legs performed. 

On the same page the author speaks of the presentation 
in the mare with the face of the foal resting on the pelvic 
floor, and says: “If the head cannot be straightened 
quickly, 1 am of opinion that it is advisable to insert one or 
more hooks on either side of the neck and deliver.” 

This appears to be forced extraction in its worst form, 
and again to ignore the main principle of that method. 

Here again, unless there exists a very marked favourable 
disparity (in which case reposition should be easy) | suggest 
it would be dangerous to use traction on a head already 
tightly wedged on the hard pelvic fluor and that it would be 
better to leave it free to drift back to the uterine cavity 
behind its own sternum, if it would, and which I much 
doubt. As indicated by the author, most violent expulsive 
efforts are often aroused in this presentation, and if dan- 
gerous, 1 would submit that the best procedure is to per- 














form a temporary tracheotomy, so as to limit straining 
risks, and then cut through the neck with the chisel. 
This presentation is closely linked with that described on 
page 134, “extreme downward deviation of the head.” 
Years ago I removed both fore legs in this presentation, 
but failed to recover the head, until I placed the mare on 
her back and raised the hind end, when reposition became 
easy, and this procedure may, I think, be worthy of con- 
sideration in this presentation as a first measure. 

Taken generally, however, since I have known and used 
the chisel, I think that in this and in all deviations of the 
head and neck, where a point on the latter can be reached, 
removal of the legs is unnecessary labour, and that the 
quickest and safest procedure is to attack the neck itself 
with the chisel. I agree entirely with the author that 
anesthesia is desirable in many obstetrical cases, especially 
in the mare, but it really necessitates skilled help, has—as 
the author points out—its own risks and disadvantages, 
and, as a compromise, I would urge upon the attention of 
the profession, as a simple method of minimising the risks 
from excessive straining, the great value of temporary 
tracheotomy. In a big mare three tracheal rings may 
be divided, generally no cartilage need be removed, 
and if a tube is not available, sutures may be passed 
through cartilage and skin, and the retracted parts 
sutured to the side of the neck, so as to leave a wide res- 
piratory opening. This used to be a common pro- 
cedure with the old obstetrists, but appears to have fallen 
into disuse. In my view it is of great service, and would 
largely discount the fears the author so rightly expresses 
of the dangers arising from excessive expulsive efforts. 

The last dystokia to which I shall refer is the rare one 
of torsion of the uterus in the mare. 

I have seen it upon two occasions, and [ only refer to it 
here, in order to sound a note of warning (arising out of my 
experience in one of them), to any who may have the 
misfortune to meet with this dystokia, and that warning 
is not to cast your mare with hobbles, but allow her to lie 
down and then hobble her. It was the first case of torsion 
in the mare with which I had met ; the diagnosis was easy 
and as convincing as the same condition in the cow. 
The torsion was complete, and no opening in the ‘0s 
utert””’ could be felt. 1 cast the animal in a field on which 
there was a favourable slope for rolling her, and, on now 
passing my hand into the vagina, [ could distinctly deel 
bony parts of the foal, through the twisted folds of the 
uterus, whixh were not to be felt prior to casting. 

Lying down with my arm in the passage, I directed the 
usual rolling to be carried out, and before a complete turn 
was made,I felt the uterus swing over and, an instant later, 
a widely opened os presented itself containing both hocks 
tilted upwards. Retroversion was easy, as there appeared 
to be ample room, and the delivery was quickly accom- 
plished. 

But, on examination after delivery, | found a rupture 
of the uterine roof about seven inches long, and I am 
convinced that this was not present before the mare was 
cast, because I could feel nothing of the foal before casting, 
and, as I have said, could do so immediately after. 

In the second case, years after, I profited by this ex- 
perience and allowed the mare to lie before hobbling ; 
the presentation was normal and the animal did well. 
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Possibly, if my first case had been normal, or indeed, any 
other than a hock presentation, the rupture would not 
have occurred, for it was without doubt one of the hocks 
which caused it. Ever after, even in the cow, I have been 
careful in this dystokia to avoid casting if possible, and, 
when unavoidable, to do so very gently; but casting a mare 
with hobbles is a more sudden and violent measure, 
and I think may be highly dangerous in torsion. 

Before concluding, I should like to refer to one point of 
physiological, or it may be of pathological, interest, 
which is raised on pages 149-150. The author first des- 
cribes a case of obstructed and long-continued labour in 
which straining, at first frequent and vigorous, becomes 
gradually feebler and ultimately ceases, accompanied by 
signs of exhaustion in the cow, with rapid pulse and res- 
pirations. The author then says that it obstructed labour 
continues a more serious condition arises and “ the uterus 
passes into a state of tonic spasm,” or Tetanus weri, 
a condition (the author says) not previously described in 
veterinary literature. The condition is apparently well- 
known in woman and by the old writers was called “ hour 
glass contraction.” De Lee describes it and says that the 
causes of “ Uterine cramp,” “‘ Tetanus uteri,” and “ Stric- 
tura utert”’ are much alike, namely, “‘ an unstable nervous 
system as the predisposing factor, aggravated by too fre- 
quent examination, local irritation, lack of lubrication, 
ete.” As described by De Lee in woman, the cases seem 
to be of central cerebral origin, uterine contractions being 
vigorous and frequent and the uterine muscle far from 
exhausted. The condition, as described by Mr. Harvey, 
in the cow, is exceedingly interesting and to me quite new, as, 
personally, I have never recognised it. My difficulty is 
as to how the uterine muscle which, in a protracted labour 
has exhausted itself by powerful and long-continued 
straining until labour pains cease, later revives its contrac- 
tile power to such a degree that it is able to pass into z 
state of continuous contraction or tonic spasm. It seems 
natural to suppose that an exhausted uterine muscle would 
pass into a condition of passive relaxation and collapse, 
but if tonic spasm does occur, it is of great interest to 
enquire what constitutes the stimulus to the exhausted 
organ, and whether “‘ exhaustion toxins” are developed 
in the unstriped muscle. 

Mr. Harvey was set a gigantic task, and I am sure we are 
all very grateful to him tor giving us such an admirable and 
valuable survey of so immense a field of work. There is 
ample scope for discussion both within and outside the 
limits of the paper, the hem of whose garment, so to speak, 
I have only been able to touch, and I am sure that nothing 
would repay Mr. Harvey better for his evident labour 
than that the discussion should be a wide and vigorous one. 

Mr. F. Leeps Goocn, Stamford Baron, congratulated 
Mr. Harvey on the manner in which he had treated his 
subject and thought that the meeting was deeply indebted 
to the opener. They had, that morning, listened to the 
experience of a man extending over thirty-five or forty 
years, whose interest in the subject, one could see, was in 
proportion to the length of his experience. 

The speaker went on to say that, in his opinion, there 
were two qualifications necessary for a good obstetrician 
in dealing with the larger animals—and the man who did 
not possess them was at a great disadvantage—these were 
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® long arm and a thorough knowledge of anatomy. 
Although sympathising, he felt that a man of short 
stature was undertaking a difficult task when dealing 
with the larger animals—-the mare particularly. 

He agreed with the opener of the discussion that in the 
larger domestic animals Czsarian section was _ useless, 
and in smaller animals, for the reason that had already 
been expressed, he thought it also useless. 

The speaker had come to the conclusion, after many 
years’ experience, that manipulative surgery was the best 
thing known in nine cases out of ten in dystokia, and that 
there were few instruments produced that could be of 
much assistance if the operator could not do much with 
his hands. He possessed, perhaps, as good instruments 
as anyone in the profession for this type of work, for which 
he was largely indebted to his father, a practical man who, 
when faced with an operation presenting unusual difficulty, 
designed and made an instrument to suit what he wanted. 

He agreed with Mr. Edwards that dissection in the cas® 
of the cow was easy, but not so in the case of the mare, 
where it presented far more difficulty. In the case of 
a head placed on one side or other of the foetus, where 
it was naturally in that position and not ordinary stiff- 
neck, he had found that one could often-—by taking away 
possibly a fore-limb-——get that head forward with a long 
arm. In the case of a stiff-neck, however, he never at- 
tempted it. 

Regarding anesthesia, Mr. Gooch pointed out the draw- 
back of having to put the animal down, seeing that a 
long-armed mancould do much more with the dam standing 
he said, an uncomfortable 
not the practitioner would 


than lying down. It was, 
operation, and as often as 
have to go down in a filthy byre and there await events, 
with the result that cramp and the little that could be done 
in a prostrate position negatived other benefits derived 
from the use of anesthetics. In ditficult cases of straining 
he had found great relief by giving injections of morphia 
and atrophine, but these should not be prolonged or they 
would get no help from the dam. The injections were 
useful in the first instance to stop the straining of the mare. 
One did not often meet with cases of contraction of the 
uterus, whch was a good thing for veterinary surgeons. 
He mentioned two cases he had had, in the first of which 
he had an accidental delivery. He was down prostrate 
trying to see, and the mare, probably from pain, rolled 
over. He then made a second examination and to his 
astonishment the difficulty was overcome. 

Proceeding, Mr. Gooch said there was one thing that had 
not been mentioned—and he pointed it out in particular 
for the young practitioner—which was that in cases of 
post-presentation always be careful to see that the tail 
was forward and lying between the foetus’s hind legs. 
When quite a youth he had had a similar case, without 
giving a thought to the tail, which was up. On resorting 
to traction he soon had a dead cow. 

With regard to the very large calves from South Devons, 
mentioned by Mr. Harvey, the speaker agreed that the 
200 Ibs. at birth was an extreme weight. He himself had 
removed a Shorthorn calf that scaled I1st. 8 Ibs., the largest 
he had ever experienced. He agreed with Mr. Harvey 
that they got very little mal-presentation in pure-bred 
animals, but only so far as the Channel Islands were 
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concerned, as he had had great difficulty with pure-bred 
Shorthorns. 

Mr. DuncAN CuMMING, Peterculty, after thanking Mr. 
Harvey and the subsequent speakers for their valuable 
contributions, said that he wished to refer to one condition, 
viz., contraction of the uterus in the cow. He was un- 
fortunate enough to have bad cases every season of this 
condition——last season he had had five. At first he used 
to roll the cow, but since then he had successfully carried 
through these cases without rolling the animal. 

Mr. JAMES Martin, Wellington, stated that for the 
condition of contraction of the uterus he had, all his life, 
up toa few weeks ago, practised rolling the cow. Since then 
he had resorted partly to that method, but to a greater 
extent to “ slinging ” the animals up from the ground with 
ropes. The rolling method with cows had never given 
him complete satisfaction, butsince he had commenced to 
‘sling-up ” cases of this condition, he had always had the 
birth completed satisfactorily. 

Major D. 8. RaBaAGLiaTI said that he made no pretence to 
being an obstetrician, but that it might interest the 
gentlemen present if he recounted a few facts to show the 
very old nature of the art of obstetrics. At Sakhara, 
near the site of Memphis, there were several ancient and 
interesting tombs of the Egyptian kings and queens, on the 
walls of which were many pictures, one of which depicted the 
ancient Egyptians in the act of calving a cow. The cow 
was shown apparently in considerable pain, and one saw 
that the hindlegs were astride, while the legs of a calf 
appeared through the vagina. A rope was depicted 
attached to the leg of this calf, at which five or six men were 
tugging, which proved how very old was the practice of 
human interference in the birth processes of animals, 
Another mural picture showing the age of another of our 
day customs, was one depicting the ancient 


present 
Other pictures 


Egyptians in the act of stuffing geese. 
illustrated the sacrifices of animals, which were shown being 
cut up by the butchers, with ‘veterinary surgeons ” 
standing by. 

Dr. Hare, Liverpool, wished to convey his intense feel- 
ings of admiration for Mr. Harvey for his very interesting 
and lucid paper, and to the subsequent speakers for adding 
their observations, and he asked for the indulgence of all 
present if he offered views or made a suggestion from an 
attitude different from that ofthe obstetrician, ¢.e., 
would Mr. Harvey be kind enough to say whether operative 
treatment (upon which he himself could offer no advice, 
not being an obstetrician) could be related to the after 


effects ? In other words, should they not consider their 


‘mechanics, and the advisability of applying different 


methods of mechanics to the possibilities of puerperal 
sepsis ? That, he said, was a subject: which had interested 
him very considerably during the past twelve months, 
as his function at Liverpool was to bring what aid he could 
to the veterinary surgeon as his pathologist, especially, 
in the last twelve months, in connection with this very 
big subject of puerperal sepsis in dairy cattle. It was not 
necessary for him to suggest that dairy cattle to-day formed 
a very important economic factor in their professional 
work, and this question of puerperal sepsis had been one 
which had revealed the great importance one had to attach 
to the whole trend of the milch cow’s after life in the herd. 
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He himself had been trying some very interesting experi- 
ments, the results of which he hoped to publish, but he 
would ask that the clinicians would give any help they 
could in the way of material. 

The speaker went on to say he had been honoured in 
being able to discuss his results with the Professor of 
Gynecology at Liverpool University, who had paid him the 
compliment of asking him to help him by bringing the 
veterinary aspect of pueperal sepsis to his assistance in 
connection with that condition in women,the two conditions 
being analogous. Dr. Hare, in concluding, said that one 
difficulty he had faced in his investigations was in tinding 
data, and he felt sure that the veterinary profession, as a 
whole, and as individuals, possessed a profound knowledge 
of personal observations. He appealed to the individual 
members to note down facts and statistics on paper, 
which he was sure would be of tremendous value to such 
workers as himself. He suggested, further, that the 
‘** National”? should request its members to realise the 
importance of the value of their wide clinical knowledge, 
and if they had time, to apply that knowledge to paper. 

Captain W. W. Kerr, Saffron Walden, said that he 
felt it his duty to express his great feelings of thanks to 
Mr. Harvey for the paper, and to Mr. Edwards for the able 
way in which he opened the discussion. 

With regard to the extraction of the hindleg at the hip 
joint, he had found that a tremendous advantage in 
breech presentations, and, had never had any difficulty, 
and Mr. Edwards had already given a very clear exposition 
of the methods employed. He had always found in these 
cases a great advantage in raising the cow by ropes and 
pulley. An incision was made over the hip-joint and a 
little way down at the outside of the femur. The femur 
was then guided into the passage and the leg automatically 
skinned itself. The difficulties were generally increased 
in cases of dystokia by someone interfering in the case 
before the arrival of the veterinary surgeon. [If the 
practitioner were called in before the passage had become 
swollen by the efforts of an unskilled operator, these 
cases would be much easier of completion. Captain Kerr 
said that he had on one or two occasions attempted 
forced extraction, but he did not like it. With regard 
to the case of the head presented with the face resting on 
the floor of the pelvis, he thought the proper thing to do 
was to pick up the head. He agreed with Mr. Gooch that 
it was an advantage to be able to assist those casés by 
manipulative methods, and he had often wished his finger 
nails were made of steel. However, in his own case, he found 
he could do little or nothing without instruments and, 
with Mr. Edwards, he was in hearty agreement that the 
chisel was a most useful instrument. 

Mr. H. C. Reexs, Spalding, wished to say that ap- 
parently no one at the meeting had a good word to say for 
the short-armed man. Many veterinary surgeons, he said, 
were short men, and a short-armed man was not necessarily 
a bad obstetrician. The whole thing, in his opinion, 
depended on one thing—manipulative dexterity. 

Mr. TREVOR F. Spencer, Kettering, rose to say that 
after listening to part of the discussion he regretted he had 
not been present {rom the commencement, and he tendered 
his thanks to Mr. Harvey and to those he had heard speak. 
He remarked that the use of the saw was only briefly 
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| mentioned in the paper. He had listened with great 
interest, he said, to the description of the operation on the 
hind-limb, and he confessed that he was not at all at home 
in the use of the chisel. In the old days, in human prac- 
tice, there was an instrument used called the Gedley Saw. 
He himself used to take out to a case instruments which 
filled a fair-sized kit-bag, but now, excepting for a rope or 
two, all he needed he carried in his waistcoat pocket. 
He was referring, he said, to a loop of Bowden wire with 
which to cut off limbs, and he gave a demonstration to the 
meeting as to the way the wire was used. 

Mr. H. C. I. Kerttiy, Portadown, said that he could 
testify to the value of Mr. Spencer’s instrument, viz., 
Bowden wire, which was one of the most simple and useful 
instruments one could have for cutting through limbs 
without injury to the dam. 

Mr. F. T. Trewin, Watford, asked Mr. Spencer what 
precautions he took to prevent injury to the dam. 

Mr. SPENCER explained that the wire was looped around 
the limb of the foetus, with the two ends crossing outside 
the dam, when the necessary sawing motion did its work 
without injury to her in any way. 

Captain J. R. Barker, Hereford, stated that there was 
one aspect of dystokia which had not been dealt with in the 
paper, viz., the etiology of dystokia. He referred to a 
statement of Mr. Harvey on page 128 of his paper that 
‘*“one would hardly go so far as Professor Williams, who 
regards abortion as the great factor in determining dys- 
tokia.” In his opinion, that statement was rather a 
loose one. They were coming to understand that abortion 
was nothing more nor less than a phenomenon. With 
reference to Mr. Harvey’s statement on page 147 of his 
paper, that primary inertia was followed by retention of the 
after-birth, in his opinion these two statements could be 
connected and would possibly throw some light on the 
etiology of dystokia. He believed that the underlying 
cause of dystokia was infection either at that pregnancy or 
at some previous pregnancy. He referred to a herd where 
dystokia was common, as also was abortion, when he had 
an opportunity to examine some fcetal membranes, and it 
was surprising how examination gave a history of the pre- 
vious infected condition of the womb. They would always 
find, in a case of dystokia, some evidence in the membrane 
of a previous infection of the womb, and he thought 
that Mr. Harvey might have gone more into that aspect 
than into the mechanical aspect, which did not help them 
to prevent dystokia. 

Mr. Lesire Puan, Sevenoaks, said, in regard to the point 
raised by Mr. Barker, that in the last nine months he had 
been able to follow up a series of cases of dystokia on one 
farm. By making careful investigation immediately 
afterwards, he was able to prove that the condition was not 
due to contagious abortion. He was with Mr. Harvey in 
disagreeing with Professor Williams that abortion was a 
factor in determining dystokia. 

Mr. L. W. Wynn Lioyp, Carnarvon, sent a letter on the 
subject which was read to the meeting by the Chairman, 
as follows : 

““T am deeply grateful to the essayist for this paper. 
It bears the hallmark of F. T. Harvey on every page. 
He has been prolific in what he has said and eloquent in 
what he has leit unsaid. I am as full of joy at finding 
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that he refuses to grow old as [ am of regret that he refuses 
to grow out of old-fashioned methods. By the latter 
expression I mean that some of his methods indicate 
that he has neglected to study and apply certain expedi- 
ents in technique whereby he could conserve his own 
strength and that of his patient. I would refer particularly 
to the use of the Gigli wire saw, which is indicated in 
several of the presentations to which he refers. I would 


specially mention the case of a foetus which locks at the 
_ region at once free it, for the process is much like skinning 


pelvis, is severed near the umbilicus, and the essayist 
performs version. 

‘T maintain that this laborious and dangerous procedure 
should never be attempted when the wire saw will separate 
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the two hind limbs through the pelvic symphysis in five | 


minutes or less. 

“There are one or two passages in the paper which at 
first I thought were bad logic or bad English, but when 
[ reflected that the author is not capable of either, [ con- 
cluded that they were errors of the printer. 

“T hope I have saved the hell ..”’ 

TECHNIQUE OF BACKWARD ReEMOvVAL OF HIND LEG 

Mr. Epwarbs, replying to a request to explain in greater 
detail his performance of the above operation, said : 
Having located the hip-joint, I make an incision, starting 
five or six inches above the joint, and carry it right over the 
femoral head for another four or five inches, and cut 
through the muscles, the cotyloid ligaments and all tissues, 
until the head of the bone and the rim of the acetabulum can 
be felt. It will now be tound that there is quite a lot 
of “play” in the movement of the head of the femur 
in the acetabulum, but the ligamentum teres binds it to 
its socket, and must be broken down, and for this I use a 
long, solid-shafted hook, shaped like a miniature shepherd’ s 
crook. I carry the crook end of the instrument guarded 
in the left hand, on to the anterior side of the femur, 
just below the head and the trochanters, and press the 
end down and around the shaft, between it and the pelvic 
aspect. I now pull on the handle of the instrument (still 
keeping my left hand pressing down on the crook) with a 
sharp jerk or two, until 1 know that it is firmly fixed 
around the shaft of the bone. Still keeping my left hand 
on the head of the crook, I then get an assistant to rotate 
the instrument slowly at the handle, on its long axis. 

If one is operating on the off hindleg, the rotation must 
be from left to right, and vice versa with the near 
limb, so as to lift the head of the femur outwards, and 
upwards, from the pelvis. 

If the first turn of the handle does not result in cleavage 
of the ligamentum teres, and liberation of the head, stop 
the rotation, and press the crook deeper around the shaft 
so as to take a fresh hold, andthenrotate. Ina very strong 
calf, or in foals, it is well for the assistant who is doing the 
rotation to exercise a little backward traction at the same 
time, but usually very little force is required, and that 
exerted by one man only, before, with a little “scrunch,” 
the head of the femur pops up out of its lair, and a rope is 
passed around it below the head and trochanters. Before 
pulling on the rope [ generally use the knife, and sever 
more of the muscles and the skin longitudinally with the 
shaft of the femur, until the latter is well freed. This 
[ do because I have sometimes cut through my rope 
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| when doing this part of the work, after roping the femora] 


head. 

A stick is now put on the rope end,and traction is applied, 
when very quickly the head of the femur appeers through 
the vulva, and the rest of the work is done “‘ extra vulva,”’ 
and consists in slitting the skin longitudinally with the 
direction of the leg, as the traction brings it outside. 
Traction is often slightly checked at the patella, but a 
circular, or several longitudinal skin incisions on that 


a rabbit. 

Traction may be continued until the leg is skinned to the 
foot if desired, but beyond the use of the skin for pulline 
on the foetus, this is of no advantage, and when the hock 
appears a circular skin incision above the joint frees the 
leg entirely. 

Mr. Harvey’s Repty. 

Mr. Harvey, in reply, said he was rather disappointed 
that so many points of the paper had escaped discussion. 
In writing a paper of that sort it was very difficult to know 
what to say and what to leave out, and it occurred to him 
that in preparing a paper for a body of practical obstet- 
ricians or practitioners, the wisest plan was to leave some 
matters for the members to deal with. He expressed 
his gratitude to Mr. Edwards for the excellent way in which 
he had opened the discussion. 

With regard to sections, it was a rule, he said, with obstet - 
rical surgeons, that sections of any kind must be adopted 
early. It added to the danger if one left a case. There was 
one presentation to which Mr. Edwards referred and in 
which he disagreed somewhat with the speaker, viz., where 
the head lay on the floor of the pelvis. This condition wa: 
not difficult to adjust, but he had found that the maré 
injured herself and often developed sepsis. He recom- 
mended inserting a hook in the anterior part of the neck 
and not on the head at all, to straighten the neck, 
and then very little extraction was required to get the hook 
out. He had sometimes severed the neck, but the mare 
damaged herself very much unless the operation was done 
expeditiously. He did not believe in tracheotomy in 
mares, as it was not of the slightest use in some cases, 
but he advocated the light use of chloroform, suificient to 
daze the animal while she was on the ground as it was 
necessary to be able to get the animal up sometimes for the 
better adjustment of a part. When the dam was down 
there were other measures one could try—rolling and that 
sort of thing. His hearers all knew that the cases which 
gave a great amount of trouble were those in which the 
dam did not exhibit pains in an early stage, and the owner 
wasted time in waiting for the pains before sending for the 
veterinary surgeon. In his opinion, it was essential 
that the owner should send for the practitioner early in 
order that an examination of the uterus might indicate why 
pains were delayed, and he thought that veterinary surgeons 
should impress upon their clients the necessity of callin; 
them in at an early stage. 

He gave expression to his disappointment that the 
incidence of rupture in obstetrical operations had not been 
alluded to, since it was an extremely important condition, 
and one in which the greatest precaution needed to be 
exercised. He advocated floating the foetus in two or 


three gallons of linseed oil. 
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As regarded contraction of the uterus, he had not found 
this condition to be very common. 

He was glad that Mr. Spencer alluded to the Bowden 
wire. He had not used that, but he had with him that used 
by Mr. Wynn Lloyd and his hope was that in the future 
it would save the obstetrician a lot of trouble. If that 
discussion had no other result than to bring to the notice 
of practitioners the value of the wire saws in obstetric 
work, it would have done a great deal of good, for it would 
make them widely known. In twelve months’ time they 
could then compare their results and, as Dr. Hare had said, 
they could also with great advantage record them. He 
hoped that some good would accrue from the discussion, 
and he thanked them for the way in which they had received 


his paper. 


ee 


The Horse Show Season. 


Bia IMPROVEMENT IN HUNTERS. 
(Reprinted from The Timea). 

The horse show season may be said to have been practi- 
cally brought to a close at Ashbourne, for though one of 
the most important shows of the year has been held 
at Peterborough, it stands alone and cannot’ be 
brought into discussion with the ordinary horse show. 
Those who have been the round of the shows are nearly 
all of the opinion that it has been the best season we have 
had for many years. 

Shire horses, so far as quality is concerned, have been 
very good, and at many of the shows there have been 
some good classes and some excellent individual animals 
on view, but at others some of the classes were not so full 
as they might have been. This was generally seen in the 
“‘ breeding ”’ classes, and it was in many instances empha- 
sised in the local classes. No doubt in a great measure 
it was occasioned by the heavy fluctuations in price which 
have characterised the heavy horse trade during the last 
few years. Only recently a gentleman who knows the 
“ins” and “ outs” of breeding expressed wonder as to 
where the stallions will come from in a few years’ time. 
This is certainly a matter to which attention should be 
drawn. A gelding is much more easily reared than a 
stallion, and although he is not worth so much money — 
provided, that is, that the stallion reaches a certain stand- 
ard of excellence —he is more readily disposed of. There 
can be little doubt that many horses have been ‘ added 
to the list” it would have been better to have kept for 
stud purposes. Though this may be a matter for regret, 
there does not, so far as one can see, seem likely to be a 
scarcity of stallions in the heavy breeds just at present. 


It is true there are not so many of them as there were, 
but then there is not such a market for them. Perhaps 
another reason is that the war emphasised the importance 
of light draught horses. Shire horses are scarcely the 
ideal breed for moving heavy guns, and there is a con- 
siderable talk about light draught horses in places, and 
the Percheron—a fine type of clean-legged draught horse 
that moves at a good pace—has taken up his place in 
this country and looks as if he had come to stay. 

But it is of the light horses that there is the most satis- 
factory report to make. Hackneys may be said to have 
held their own, and there have been some remarkably 
fine harness classes at most of the leading shows, Simil- 
arly polo ponies and our mountain and moorland breeds 
have shown to advantage. Hunters have shown a wonder- 
ful improvement, and notwithstanding the many great 
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difficulties that there have been in the way the hunter 
has never been in such a flourishing state since the time 
of Lord Rosebery’s Commission as he is now. At the first 
show of hunters of the year, that held at the Agricultural 
Hall, there were ample signs of this improvement. The 
general excellence of the exhibits and the level character 
of the classes were distinguishing features of the show, and 
they were more especially notable in the younger classes. 
As the season went on their level character became more 
emphasised. Another thing which was especially notice- 
able was what may be termed their workmanlike character. 
and very little if anything was seen of that ‘‘ showyard 
type.” as it got to be called, which was once so evident. 
In a word, hunter breeding is now evidently being con- 
ducted on proper lines, and we are getting nearer to an 
established breed than we have ever been. ‘There cannot 
be any doubt that this is in a great measure due to the 
King’s Premiums system. When those premiums were 
first given some indifferent horses were shown, but in a 
little time many gentlemen closely connected with sport 
began to keep high-class stallions, and the quality of the 
exhibits improved wonderfully. 

A feature of the hunter show season was the large and 
excellent classes of brood mares. It was no infrequent 
thing to attend two or three shows on consecutive days 
and see classes of ten or 12 brood mares not one of which 
had been seen out or was seen out in the same _ week. 
Similarly there were large classes of young horses full of 
promise. Another very satisfactory matter is that 
towards the end of the season reports began to circulate 
that there was likely to be a considerable increase of stud 
book entries. ‘There could not be a better or more favour- 
able sign, for men do not go to the expense and trouble of 
entering useless animals in the stud books. Of course, 
there is nothing official about this, but rumours of this 
kind, somehow, have a way of getting fulfilled. 


— —— — - - 


“At a meeting of Scottish veterinary practitioners, 
held in Perth, with Mr. James Lindsay, M.R.C.V.S., in 
the chair, the Milk and Dairies (Scotland) Act, 1914, 
was discussed. The Act, which came into force on Ist 
September, 1925, and is under the general administration 
of the Scottish Board of Health, provides among other 
things for the regular veterinary inspection of cattle. 
Most of the speakers approved of the Act itself, but much 
indignation was expressed at the treament meted out by 
the Board to those veterinary practitioners who also act 
as part-time inspectors to various Local Authorities, 
in insisitng on their replacement by whole-time veterinary 
inspectors. 

“On the motion of Mr. David Brown, M.R.C.V.S., 
seconded by Mr. J. Donaldson Pottie, M.R.C.V.S., the 
following resolution was adopted :— 

“That this meeting protests against the policy of the 
Scottish Board of Health under the Milk and Dairies 
(Seotland) Act, 1914, in foreing on Local Authorities the 
wholesale dismissal of part-time veterinary inspectors, 
regarding that policy as an affront to the whole veterinary 
profession, and a serious blow at the livelihood of many of 
its members; that those present pledge themselves to 
enlist all the aid they can in opposing the policy ; and that 
a committee of the meeting be now formed to take whatever 
steps they consider necessary to further such opposition.’ ”’ 
—The Scotsman. 


“The financial results of a trial shipment of fat, live 
cattle from Rhodesia to Birkenhead shows,” says the 
Bulawayo correspondent of the Daily Mail, ‘‘ encouraging 
possibilities for a regular trade in these animals. A heavy 
item is the sea-freight charge, but it is hoped that this will 
be reduced. Negotiations are proceeding for a second 
shipment. 

“The opinion here is that there is no scarcity of suitable 
stock, but it is agreed that the feeding methods must be 
improved.” 
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REVIEW. 


Official History of the Army Veterinary Services in 
the Great War. 








(Reviewed by Masor-GeNERAL Sirk Freperick SMiru, 
K.C.M.G., C.B., F.R.C.V.S.). 
Sixth Notice. 
ITALY. 

The veterinary history of the Campaign in Italy 
1917-18, is related by the Deputy Director of Veter- 
inary Services of the Foree, Colonel F. W. Wilson. 
The account, which is attractively written, introduces 
us to mountain warfare ; as a study for young officers 
of their duties in this class of fighting it is not only 
clearly expressed but highly educative. The con- 
centration of the two British Army Corps which 
comprised the Force, was accomplished by rail, and 
appears to have been rather expensive in animal life, 
especially in the 41st Division. There were probably 
reasons for this which do not appear, but the occur- 
rence of sixty cases of pneumonia in a few days 
among the horses of one divisional artillery is rather 
staggering. It is a pity we are not given an account 
of the type of railway waggon in which these horses 
were carried, for the defective ventilation of the 
trucks is referred to. Nothing, however, among 
the instructions for the return rail journey at the end 
of the campaign, excites in us more surprise than the 
prohibition of cooking, or fires of any description, 
in the horse trucks! (page 371.) We would as 
soon have expected a fire fo be lighted in a truck 
conveying ammunition. 

The account of the operations naturally groups itself 
into the winter inertia, the spring and summer 
activities, and finally the battle in the autumn. 
Colonel Wilson deals with each period, explaining 
the position of the animals, their work and manage- 
ment, and the system of veterinary care. 

The winter, though bitterly cold at night, provided 
brilliant warm sunshine, nevertheless the shade tem- 
perature was low; the weather was not wet and but 
little snow fell. ‘The horses were not kept on the 
exposed plateau but behind it. 

The sick were collected in the forward area by 
veterinary aid posts; these posts were formed either 
on the mule tracks or the general road, whichever 
was more convenient. Each aid post had stabling 
or shelter for four or five animals, and after resting 
the night and being attended to by the permanent 
veterinary personnel of the post, they were passed on 
to the next, and in due course reached the mobile 
veterinary section. Owing to the nature of the 
country, it was found more convenient for these posts 
to be placed between the Force and the mobile section, 
rather than behind the latter. Another departure 
warranted by the campaign and geographical position 
was the creation of a Central Veterinary Dressing 
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| Station for Infantry Brigades in the line. On 


reaching the mobile section the sick were conveyed 
to evacuating stations, and then sent south by train, 
either to Pavia (175 miles distant) or Cremona (137 
miles). When the Italian authorities were asked to 
provide a veterinary train their astonishment was 
very natural; Continental armies know of no other 
method of dealing with sick animals than by the 
regimental system discarded by us. A train with a 
limit of thirty trucks ran once a week and occupied 
nearly twelve hours on the journey. 

One very great advantage enjoyed by the D.D.V.S. 
was that the Italian military authorities placed 
at his disposal an Italian veterinary officer, Captain 
Grassi, as liaison officer, whose services were greatly 
appreciated, and in no small measure contributed to 
the smooth running of the machine. <A conference 
between the veterinary heads of the Italian, French 
and British forces resulted in agreements being 
arrived at for improved control of infectious and 
contagious diseases, and early notification of their 
existence to the Veterinary Director of each army. 
Finally, the willing and hearty co-operation of the 
civil authorities and the help given by the civil 
community, appears to have been as common and 
helpful in Italy, as it was rare elsewhere, and Colonel 
Wilson gratefully acknowledges it. 

With the spring, the troops moved forward a little 
to a plateau 4,000 feet above the sea ; to this plateau 
two principal roads communicated from the plains 
over the mountains. ‘These had sharp gradients 
and hair-pin turnings, and over them both the 
French and Italians carried out their transport with 
consummate skill. Eight horse teams were used 
by the French, and these would take the hair-pin 
turnings with every trace taut. Our men had to 
learn all this. 

As a study in mountain warfare, the account 
given us of the campaign in Italy is unique among 
operations, and should be very carefully read. 
We tried to avoid changing our pattern shoe to that 
employed by the Italians, but eventually for climbing 
and descending the mountains, calkins and toe pieces 
were employed. ‘The Italian shoe is figured, and its 
‘arly difficulties for our farriérs explained. The 
mountain work demanded great physical fitness from 
the animals; weak hearts and lungs were soon found 
out. From the plains to the plateau and back was 
38 miles, and this was sometimes done in one day with 
very little water, the work occupying 14 or [5 hours, 
The Italians worked their animals every other day. We 
are told of the very essential march discipline which 
had to be enforced in this uncommon form of trans- 
port, and for this purpose the road was patrolled, 
and veterinary aid posts were established at each 
halting stage. 

The transport work in the mountains sent over 
8 per cent. of the horses and 7 per cent. of the mules 
to hospital with debility. 

Much useful information is imparted in connection 
with pack saddles and the methods adopted to avoid 
saddle and harness galls. It says well for the 
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| 
supervision that not a single destruction occurred | The total number of animals for which provision 


as the result of saddle or harness injuries. 
probably unique in warfare. 

The casualties from enemy action, both during 
the first and second phase, were not high. Night 
bombing was a favourite pursuit, and in this con- 
nection it is interesting to learn that a horse’s coat 
could retain sufficient mustard gas to affect a man. 

An account is given of the fighting on the Piave 
which occurred during the autumn, together with the 
losses. During these operations the mobile: sections 
and evacuating stations worked well. In the pursuit 
after the battle, it is gratifying to read of the military 
advantage of animal transport. A pontoon bridge, 
three miles long, had to be crossed; this the animal 
transport was able to do, but it was several days 
before the bridge was safe even for the lightest lorries. 

There is a full account of the disposition and 
arrangements of the veterinary hospitals: they were 
based on the standard plan, tempered by local con- 
ditions. The value of horse tents is more than once 
referred to. The hospitals dealt with a total of 
14,358 patients. Diseases, especially mange and 
periodic ophthalmia, receive a full notice. The 
advantages and disadvantages of clipping under 
active service conditions are discussed and deserve 
close attention. The reviewer has no doubt of its 
value as a means of detecting and controlling mange, 
no matter what the drawbacks may be. 


(see page 381). 

There is a chart showing the sick rate week by week 
for horses and mules separately. We ought to have 
been given the explanation why, after the first week 
in April, 1918, the sick rate for horses fell, and con- 
tinued to fall, until the last week in August. The chart, 
which has been compiled from carefully recorded 
data, needs a fuller description. 


Soutn AFRICA AND SouTH-WEST AFRICA. 


Looking through the names of the officers of the 
South African Veterinary Corps, page 406, we recognise 
many who had a long training in the Field during 
the war in South Africa 1899-02, and to whom active 
service conditions were not new. This must have been 
an invaluable asset to Colonel James I. Smith, the 
Director of Veterinary Services, who was suddenly 
called upon on the outbreak of hostilities to organise 
the Veterinary Service. This he did with character- 
istic activity and energy. A peace cadre of the 
service existed; it consisted of one officer, one 
N.C.O., one civilian storeman, together with a few 
stores! The energy and administrative ability of 
the D.V.S. resulted in a few weeks in the creation of a 
service consisting of 47 officers, 450 other ranks, 
650 natives, eight veterinary hospitals, fifteen mobile 
veterinary sections, a depot, and base stores. Training 
was pushed on day and night. Stores were drawn 
from the abundant supply of the municipality of 


Johannesburg and others manufactured in Cape Town. | 


The period occupied in producing and training the 
personnel was seven weeks, surely a “record”! 


This is | 


was made rose from 8,000 to 160,000. The troops 
in their concentration on German territory were 
divided into eastern, central and southern forces. 
One had to march through 400 miles of desert, another 
had to be supplied with water conveyed by sea from 
Cape Town, on which to march sixty miles through 
desert and to attack an entrenched position. The 
third or softhern force had a dramatic experience. 
“In Africa,’ as Pliny told us over 1,800 years ago, 





“there is always something new,” it is a country of 
surprises. Never previously in the history of warfare, 
has the chief veterinary officer with a force had to 
post concealed sentries at night and train maxims 
on his own commander, whose loyalty was more 
than doubtful! He next has to disobey an order 
from him which would have furnished the rebels 
with all the horses they required, and finally, when 
the mask is cast off and open rebellion against the 
Crown proclaimed, he has to round off the situation 
by commanding the defensive positions it was found 
necessary to create, until a relieving force arrived. 
The name of the A.D.V.S. who took this vigorous and 
decisive action is not given in the text, let it, however 





It is not | 
his experience that mules rarely contract mange | 


be known—Major, now Lieut.-Colonel, J. G. Bush, 
D.S.O. 

The plan of campaign was naturally upset by the 
rebellion, and after the surrender of the rebels, the 
operations against whom are described, a re-arrange- 
ment of the Force for the advance against the Germans 
had to be made. We shall only follow the fortunes 
of that which left Cape Town by sea for Walfisch Bay, 
where in due course 43,000 animals were landed. 
We are told of the difficulties of landing, of the neglect 
of veterinary instructions previously issued in con- 
nection with animal management, of sand _ colic, 
and of pneumonia by taking horses in a heated 
condition into the sea. Then follows an account of 
the advance on Windhoek through the desert, where 
the force outmarching its transport was for some days 
practically without food or water. A _ rest at 
Windhoek followed, but owing to the shortness of 
forage and absence of grazing the animals did not 
benefit by it. When the force advanced from 
Windhoek it left behind 10,000 debilitated animals, 
of which 3,000 were in a starving condition. The 
veterinary authorities recommended that these should 
be returned to the coast, where supplies were ample, 
but for some unknown reason this was not done. 
In the final advance on the German position some of 
the Brigades marched 40 miles a day, the transport 
frequently being left behind. At the time of the 
surrender the horses were exhausted, hundreds lay 
on the road, large numbers of which were recovered 





by the mobile veterinary section and were subsequently 
concentrated at various depots. 


| 
| With the defeat of the Germans, the troops returned 


to the Cape for demobilisation, leaving their horses 
behind them ; collecting stations and concentration 
camps were formed for their reception. It was now 
io the greatest losses occurred, for unhappily 
| there was a complete breakdown in the railway 
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owing to defective rolling stock and broken-down 
engines ; as a result 60,000 animals were left in the 
desert practically without food. At the coast 15,000 
tons of forage lay idle, but it was impossible to get the 
animals there. Attempts to do so resulted in the 
route being strewn with carcases. For four months 
this state of affairs continued, thousands died and 
thousands were reduced to skeletons. The veterinary 
service remained with the animals, but were helpless 
to prevent the loss. They were able to deal with 
contagious diseases ; some 5,000 horses of the enemy 
forces had been captured, and large numbers of these 
were found to be glandered; of the Union Forces 
46,000 were tested with mallein, and 3,300 reactors 
obtained. 

The net results of the remount and veterinary opera- 
tions were that some 42,000 animals survived. 

We are compelled to pass over an account of the 
hospitals, of the diseases met with, the severity of 
strangles, the mortality due to sand colic and 
such like, but cannot close this notice without referring 
to the work done by the §.A.V.C. in eradicating 
contagious diseases among horses and cattle in the 
captured territory, and it is gratifying to read that the 
Civil Government acknowledged the great service 
thus rendered. 

We had hoped that the starvation of horses during 
active service operations in South Africa was a thing 
of the past. We can fight against disease but cannot 
keep animals alive without food. 

In concluding a notice of this virile account of a 
vigorous campaign, it is gratifying to be able to state 
that the Defence Force in South Africa now possesses 
a Veterinary Corps properly equipped and ready for 
any future emergency. 


Roya (Dick) VETERINARY COLLEGE. 


“The 1924-25 report of the Royal (Dick) Veterinary 
College, Edinburgh, shows,” says The Glasgow Herald, 
‘that during the session students attended from twenty- 
one counties in Scotland, eighteen counties in England 
and Wales, and eight counties in Ireland. In addition, 
there were students from South Africa, India, and Palestine. 
Of the candidates who presented themselves for the 
examination for the diploma of M.R.C.V.5S., 69.40 per cent. 
were successful. LKighteen students passed examinations 
leading to the degree of B.Sc. in Veterinary Science 
of the University of Edinburgh. ‘The number of students 
attending post-graduate courses again showed an increase, 
and fifteen passed the examination for the diplomas in 
veterinary state medicine. Possibly as the consequence 
of the development of post-graduate classes, states the 
report, the impression in some quarters seems to be that 
the college seeks to produce the specialist rather than the 
general practitioner. The impression is entirely without 
foundation. It has always been recognised that the 
training of the general practitioner is the first duty of the 
school ; specialist training is, and always must be. post- 
graduate. It is a fact that during the past five years 
roughly one-third of the graduates have obtained some torm 
or other of appointment in the public services ; but this 
has been in no way detrimental to the education of the 
general practitioner. On the contrary, the presence ot 
advanced students has a beneficial effect on the general 
educational atmosphere.” 
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ABSTRACT. 


Observations on an Outbreak of ‘‘ Septic Gangrene ”’ 
in Lambs. 


In 1887, Nocard showed that gangrenous mammitis 
of ewes was caused by small micrococci, and that it 
was sufficient in order to produce the disease to 
introduce into the galactophorus sinus of a ewe 
several drops of milk drawn from an affected udder 
or a few drops of a culture of the causative organism. 
Nocard also stated that smearing of the udder of a 
ewe with a virulent culture of the micrococci did not 
infect the organ and that, in his opinion, in the 
majority of cases the infection was caused by the 
entrance of the organism through the teat canal. 
* This,” say the authors, “ is true in the great majority 
of cases of mammitis, but that the penetration of the 
specific agent into the subcutaneous tissue can set 
up a local gangrene differing little, if at all, from 
specific mammitis is shown from the observations 
we have made in the following cases ”’ 

On a farm in the Brie district all the lambs produced 
during the season (about 144) were, with their mothers, 
placed in a pasture of sanfoin on July 10th, 1924. 
Up to that date all the ewes and lambs had been in a 
perfect state of health. Hach night they were placed 
in another field, well sheltered from the cold west 
winds. The shepherd in charge was an aged con- 
scientious servant assisted by dogs, one of which was 
young, and rather too energetic. On July 13th 
five lambs, which had become lame, were brought 
into the folds ; three days later six more were brought 
in similarly lame. On the 18th sixteen lambs had 
become affected, of which six were dead. At this 
time all the lambs were brought into the fold and we 
were called to examine them. 

All the affected lambs showed similar symptoms : 
they remained in a recumbent position, appeared 
helpless and had practically ceased to eat anything, 
rumination had ceased, respiration was increased, 
the pulse was rapid and feeble, temperature was 
increased varying from 39 degrees,C. to 40 degrees C, 
If the lambs were raised, they stood on three legs, 
holding up either one hind or foreleg. 

On examination of the sick animals, there were 
found in different parts of the limbs, regions more or 
less circumscribed, in some painful, in others (the 
majority) painless. The lesions which appeared 
most recent showed the skin swollen and infiltrated 
with serosity ; in some the border, or limit, of the 
enlargement was marked by a greenish-yellow line. 
The lesions in some cases had a temperature about 
normal. In some the lesions had a temperature 
less than that of the body ; there was no crepitation, 
and no gangrene. At different points appeared 
engorgements, some irregular in shape, in others 
round and deep: some of the latter appeared as if 
they were dog bites. In some parts cicatrisation 
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appeared to be in progress. An individual examina- 
tion was then made of the whole flock, ewes and lambs; 
similar lesions were found in about sixty lambs and 
one ewe. The parts affected were chiefly on the hind 
quarters and legs (lower part) and on the fore quarters 
around the elbows. Lesions were also present on the 
abdominal walls in some cases. From the deep 
lesions there exuded a reddish-coloured fluid, serous 
in consistency and on some fibrinous coagula had 
formed. ‘The evolution of the disease was variable. 
Of fifty-nine lambs which were obviously affected, 
sixteen, or 27 per cent., died. Deaths took place 
in four, five, six and eight days after appearance 
of the lesions. In all the cases the cedematous 
congestion took the form of an invading character 
without any tendency to localise. General symptoms 
were very noticeable ; those have already been des- 
cribed. Grinding of the teeth was observed in all 
cases. In those animals which recovered, resolution 
was shown by the congestion remaining localised ; 
the centre of the lesion was cold and soft, the lesion 
gradually sloughed out and the area cicatrised by 
healthy granulation. In some lesions pus formed 
at the edges. This was looked upon as a favourable 
sign and gave us hope of a cure. 


Avutopsy.—On section of the local lesion, the skin, 
subcutaneous and interstitial tissues were found 
invaded by an abundant bloody serosity, which 
escaped drop by drop; it had no particular odour. 
The muscles in the involved area were infiltrated, 
cedematous and dark in colour ; there was no crepi- 
tation and no gaseous infiltration. Septiceemia was 
shown by congestion of the blood vessels in the serous 
membranes, pericardium and endocardium, also by 
the marked congestion of the liver and spleen. 


ETioLogy AND PatHoLoGy.-We formed the 
opinion that we were dealing with a specific disease. 
At first we thought we were dealing with a disease 
recently described in Germany under the name of 
“ Charbon de plaies ” (wound anthrax) or “‘ Charbon 
de la tonte ” (anthrax arising from infection of cuts 
made while shearing), and considered by the majority 
of those studying it as identical with “ Blackleg.” 
However, the absence of crepitation and gangrenous 
infiltration in the lesions caused us to have some 
doubt, which could only be cleared up by experiments. 
Cultures made from serous fluid taken asceptically 
from a living animal produced a pure culture of a 
micrococcus identical with that described by Nocard. 
The characters of the cultures on the different media 
(couillon, glucose, potato, and milk) the results of 
inoculation of guinea pigs (negative result) and rabbits 
(hot swelling with necrosis) permitted us to identify 
the micrococcus as being similar to that of gangrenous 
mammitis. We did not try inoculations into sheep, 
being satisfied that the lesions observed were similar 
to those seen in natural or spontaneous infections. 


This disease, viz., micrococcal infection of wounds 
caused by the bites of dogs, does not appear to have 
been reported previously. 








It is curious that gangrenous mammitis was not 
observed amongst the ewes inthe fold. ‘This may 
have been due to the fact that the period of lactation 
was finished when the outbreak occurred. Another 
observation, not without interest, is that all the affected 
animals, except one, were lambs; the only ewe 
affected showed the deep bite of a dog in the udder, 
and she died with lesions identical to that of true 
gangrenous mammitis. It would, therefore, appear 
that the micrococcus of the ewe could, after pene- 
tration into the subcutaneous tissue, cause septic 
cedema and set up conditions comparable to those 
which are set up by entrance of the micrococci into 
the galactophorous sinus. It would also appear from 
our observations that lambs are more susceptible 
to the infection than adults. 


TREATMENT.— On the first few affected lambs we 
tried to hasten matters by scarification in order to 
assist the escape of liquid from the cedema. In some 
cases we made openings, more or less deep, with the 
cautery, followed by disinfection with solutions of 
hypochlorite of soda and hydrogen peroxide, with 
injections of physiologic serum and administration of 
tonics. Those means were rational, but were often 
unsuccessful. We could nearly always affirm the 
animal would die if we did not observe a rapid develop- 
ment of a limiting zone around the lesions. 


The non-success of the afore-mentioned treatment 
caused us to attempt subcutaneous injections of 
microbic extracts. ‘ihe results appeared to us very 
superior to our previous treatment. Injections were 
made daily for four, five and six days following the 
appearance of the lesions. In the majority of cases 
of those that recovered after the second injection, 
the cedema ceased to extend and suppuration took 
place, thus limiting the area which then sloughed 
out without complications. In some cases, even where 
this treatment had been applied hastily and to the 
exclusion of all other means, we have observed the 
limitation and passing away of the cedema without 
local death of the part. It seems to us that this is 
the best treatment and we are of the opinion that it 
could be tried with success in cases of true gangrenous 
mamumitis. 

(Messieurs Moussu and Perrot, Recueil de Médicine 
Vétérinaire, No. 11, June 1925). 

Zz A &. 
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National Veterinary Medical Association. 


QUARTERLY MEETING OF COUNCIL. 


A Quarterly Meeting of the Council of the National 
Veterinary Medica! Association of Great Britain and 
Ireland was held at the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons, 10 Red Lion Square, W.C., on Wednesday, 
September 30th, 1925. 

The President, Professor J. B. Buxton, occupied 
the Chair, and there were also present the ex-President 
(Mr. A. Gofton), Dr. O. Charnock Bradley, Messrs. 
R. Bryden, R. Catmur, J. Clarkson, Professor J. F. 
Craig, G. W. Dunkin, F. L. Gooch, R. Hughes, H. 
Kirk, J. F. Macdonald, G. P. Male, G. D. Martin, 
C. Masson, J. McKinna, J. W. McIntosh, H. Peele, 
W. D. Rees, J. R. Rider, H. L. Roberts, P. J. Simpson, 
Sir 8. Stockman, A. E. Willett, Colonel A. Wood, 
Professor G. H. Wooldridge, and Lieut-Col. T. D. 
Young, together with the Hon. General Secretary, 
Mr. H. J. Dawes. 

The PRESIDENT, at the outset, made reference to the 
fact that that was the first meeting to be held in Lon- 
don, of the Council appointed at the Cambridge 
Annual General Meeting to officiate for the year 
1925-6, and expressed the hope that their united efforts 
would be expended and would result in the advance- 
ment of the Association and of the profession. They 
welcomed their new members with the greatest 
cordiality. (Applause.) 

Minutes.—The minutes of the two meetings of 
Council held at Cambridge having been read, 

Mr. Gorton said that before the President signed 
them he wished to point out that he thought a mistaken 
record been made in regard to the action to be taken 
as to the position of the veterinary inspector under 
the Public Health (Meat) Regulations. The decision 
reached was to the effect that a representation 
should be sent to the Ministry of Health asking for 
the insertion of a clause in the Public Health Bill 
at that time before Parliament, which would have the 
effect of conferring on the veterinary inspector the 
same powers as were at present possessed by the 
medical officer and sanitary inspector in connection 
with the inspection of meat. The reply that came 
back from the Ministry stated that it was too late for 
such a clause to be included in the Public Health Bill, 
which was a private member’s Bill. There was a 
further point in regard to the request that a definition 
should be given of the words “ competent officer ” 
used in the Tuberculosis Order. (Now the instruc- 
tions were to address the question to the Ministry of 

Agriculture and not to the Ministry of Health.) 

The meeting approved the minutes subject to the 
alterations to which attention had been directed by 
Mr. Gofton, and they were accordingly signed. 


APPOINTMENT OF GENERAL SECRETARY. 


The PrestpENT: Before proceeding to deal with 
item 2 (correspondence), which will take rather long, 
it would perhaps be desirable that we should proceed 
to item 3—the appointment of a General Secretary— 
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| because we have some people waiting downstairs. 

I will therefore now read the following report : 

“The Special Committee appointed by the Annual 
| General Meeting to drait the conditions of appointment, 
_ duties, ete., of a lay General Secretary, to advertise for 
applications and to receive and consider them, met this 
morning at the offices of the Association. The President 
occupied the chair and there were also present ; Messrs. 
Gofton, Bradley, Rees, Rider and Dawes. An apology for 
absence was received from Mr. McIntosh. 

“The Committee interviewed the three candidates 
whom they had selected from a number ot 250 applicants, 
and decided to request their attendance at the meeting 
this afternoon. 

“The Committee unanimously recommend that Mr, 
IF. night, who at present holds the position of Assistant 
Secretary to the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons, 
be appointed General Secretary of the Association, with 
responsibility for the control of the whole of the office 
staff and for the “‘ Veterinary Record,” under the Editor- 
ial Committee ; Mr. Brown. the Assistant Editor, to be 
responsible for the sub-editing and make-up of the “ Re- 
cord,” with obligation to consult the General Secretary in 
all matters of doubt and difficulty.” 

Having received a negative reply to his enquiry 
as to whether or no the Council wished to interview 
the other two candidates in question, the PRESIDEN’ 
moved the acceptance and adoption of the report. 

Mr. MAue requested information as to the designa- 
tions of the various members of the office staff, 
the PrasipENT replying that Mr. Dawes occupied 
the position of Hon. General Secretary, the new man 
would be the General Secretary, and Mr. Brown the 
Assistant Editor. 

The report of the Special Committee was received 








and adopted, and on the proposition of the PRESIDENT, 
seconded by Mr. Rees, it was agreed: ‘“ That Mr. 
F. Knight be appointed General Secretary of the 
National Veterinary Medical Association at a salary 
of £350 per annum.” 


CORRESPONDENCE, 


1. Apologies for unavoidable absence were an- 
nounced from Messrs. Hugh Begg, J. C. Coleman, 
W. J. B. DeVine, O0.V. Gunning, G. Howie, R. Barons 
Nelder and E. Alfred West (Hon® ‘Treasurer). 

2. Correspondence was submitted which had 
passed between the Association and the Association’s 
Auditors (Messrs. Fairbairn, Wingfield and Wykes) 
in regard to the claim made by the Inland Revenue 
Authorities that the Association are liable for the 
payment of income tax in respect of profits on the 
sale of the ‘‘ Veterinary Record.” The Auditors had 
therein advised the Association to furnish the Inspector 
with information as to the number of copies of the 
Record supplied free during the year ended December 
31st, 1924, and the number supplied to the public, 
and this had been done. 

It was agreed that the Finance Committee be author- 
ised to contest the claim so far as was practicable. 

3. A letter from Captain L. C. Maguire, complaining 
that the time limit of ten minutes imposed upon con- 
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tributors to the discussions upon the papers read at 
the Cambridge Congress was unfair to those who had 
taken the trouble to attend and to join in the dis- 
cussions and militated against the success and value 
of the discussions and of the whole Congress. 

The meeting decided that Captain Maguire be 
informed that, in the opinion of the Council, the 
imposition of a time limit was an essential though 
regrettable factor in the carrying through of 
the proceedings of a Congress of comparatively limited 
duration, but that members who desired to do so 
might supplement verbal contributions by written 
expressions of opinion for subsequent publication. 

4. The following letter from the Town Clerk of 
‘Torquay ; 

“ Lam desired by His Worship the May or to acknowledge 
the receipt of your letter of the 25th ultimo, and to exprese 
regret thet the Association cannot see their way to come to 
‘Torquay in 1926, but the reason is quite understood. 

‘If the Association would care to accept an invitation 
from ‘Torquay for 1927 or 1928, His Worship would be 
very glad. Perhaps you would let me know in due course.” 

The letter was received with applause, and the 
Prestipent said: | think that all we can do is to 
express to the Town Clerk of Torquay our gratification 
at the receipt of his letter, and say that it will be sub- 
mitted to the Annual General Meeting next year for 
consideration. 

5. From Dr. J. B. Orr, Director of the Rowett 





Research Institute, Aberdeen, expressing appreciation 
of the honour conferred upon him by the Association | 


in electing him an Honorary Member. 
6. Correspondence was read which had passed 


between the Association and the Secretary of the | 
Scottish Board of Health in relation to the salaries | 


for appointments which might be made by the Scottish 
Local Authorities under the Milk and Dairies (Scot- 
land) Act, 1914, also concerning the action of a cer- 
tain local authority in requiring their veterinary 
inspector to act as assistant sanitary inspector and 
requiring him to hold or to acquire the diploma of 
the Royal Sanitary Institute. A personal interview 
for the submission of the representations of the 
Association was requested, and to this request a reply 
had been received that immediately upon the return 
of the Chairman of the Board at the end of the moypth, 
a date would be fixed for receiving the proposed 
deputation from the Association. 

The Presipent; That is a very satisfactory reply. 
(Applause.) Is it your wish that we should nominate 
the deputation now ¢ 

Mr. Gorron: It would, | think, be well to do so. 

The following were appointed members of the 


deputation to the Scottish Board of Health: The | 


President, Dr. O. C. Bradley, Mr. A. Gofton, and the 
Hon. General Secretary. 

7. From the Secretary to the Mines Department, 
stating :—— 

“With reference to the statement of the National 
Veterinary Medical Association, which was forwarded 
with your letter of the 21st May last, in support of the 
appointment of a whole-time veterinary officer in this 
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Department to supervise generally the inspection <of pit 
ponier, | am directed by the Secretary for Mines to inform 
you that after considering the matter carefully and dis- 
cussing it with the Chief Inspector of Mines, he has come to 
the conclusion that in present circumstances the expense 
of a permanent appoint ment of the kind, in addition to the 
present statf of horse inspectors and the consulting 
veterinary surgeons, could not be justified.” 


It was resolved that no further action be taken in 
this connection at the present juncture. 

8. From a member enquiring if the Association 
would undertake the defence of a member threatened 
with legal proceedings by one of his clients, and giving 
the facts of a particular case. 

The Hon. Secretary was directed to reply that the 
Association does not undertake such defence and to 
draw the attention of the member to the National 
Veterinary Benevolent and Mutual Defence Society, 
to the value of membership of which Mr. McKinna 
paid tribute. 

%. Satisfaction was expressed with the following 
reply which was received from the Secretary of the 
Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries, in response 
to a resolution forwarded from the Association : 

“ Lam directed to refer to your letter of the 16th instant, 
forwarding a resolution passed at a meeting of your 
Association to the effect that veterinary surgeons should 
be excluded from the reyuirement of keeping @ castrat or’ » 
register as provided in the Swine Fever Order of 1911, 
and to say that the matter will receive consideration when 
any further amendment of the Order in question is con 
templated by the Ministry.” 

10. Formal acknowledgement by the Ministry of 
Agriculture and Fisheries of the receipt of the follow- 
ing Resolution : 

* That the National Veterinary Medical Association of 
Great Britain and Ireland is of opinion that energetic 
action should be taken to have inserted in the first Public 
Health Act a clause giving effect to the recommendations 


| of the Departmental Committee on Meat Inspection in 





| 


reference to the power of the veterinary officer.” 

11. From the Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries 
stating that 

“It is not the practice of the Ministry to circulate 
circular letters relating to Orders made under the Diseases 
of Animals Acts otherwise than to those directly concerned 
with the administration of the Orders.” 

12. From Mr. David Brown, Kilwinning, Ayrshire, 
in relation to the article in the Milk and Dairies 
(Scotland) Act, 1914, which came into force on Sep 
tember Ist, requiring the consent of the Scottish 
Board of Health to be obtained by local authorities 
before any appointments are made under the Act. of 
Veterinary Surgeons to the district in which they 
practise. A number of the applications made by 
burghs had been refused, and amongst the prac 
titioners in the West and South-West of Scotland there 
was great apprehension that the interests of the 
part-time inspector would be gravely prejudiced by the 
tendency to appoint whole-time officers. The letter 
called upon the N.V.M.A. to take all possible steps 
to influence the Board of Health in regard to this 
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Act, and covered a copy of a cireular issued by the 
general practitioners of the area to all the burghs in 
Scotland, 

The Prestpenr: With regard to this letter, the 
position is rather difficult. These members have 
already taken active steps without in any way con- 
sulting the ‘ National,” and are now asking the 
Association to give a definite expression of opinion. 
With regard to the stricture passed upon the Associa 
tion, you must remember that the Act was passed 
in 1914, when you will admit that this Association 
was not functioning as it is now. | should be glad 
to hear if there are any suggestions in connection with 
the form of reply to be sent, 

Dr. BRapLey : | think that, in any reply which may 
he sent, it should be definitely pointed out that the 
National is not responsible either for the wording of 
the Act or of the cireular issued by the Board of 
Health for Scotland. 

The PrestpeENT: Is it your wish that we reply to 
Mr. Brown on these lines ¢ 

Mr. Gorron : | think you should add somewhat to 
that, because you have to bear in mind that. every 
local authority in Scotland has been cireularised 
with the letter sent out signed by Mr. Donaldson 
Pottie on behalf of the part-time inspectors. The 
part-time inspectors have done this of their own 
initiative and, having taken this action on their own 
initiative, it is not fair to this Association for them 
to assume that we must therefore approve of their 
action. It is not too late for them to ask for the 
support and assistance of the ‘‘ National’ the 
* National” can then consider the matter on its merits. 

Mr. MALE: I propose that we submit this to the 
Parliamentary Committee for consideration. We 
should do all in our power to assist the general prac- 
titioner, and we can best do this by the submission 
of this matter to the Parliamentary or the Veterinary 
Inspectors’ Committee whichever is more appro- 
priate for consideration and report back to Council. 

Mr. Hugues seconded the proposal, which was 
carried unanimously. 


Tue APPOINTMENT OF STANDING COMMITTEES. 


The Prestpenr: You will remember that the 
Council, in session at Cambridge, appointed a Special 
Committee to make nominations for membership of 
the Standing Committees. That Committee has had 
before it the returns received from members, all of 
whom were asked to acquaint the Secretary with their 
wishes in regard to service upon these Committees. 
The Committee's report is as follows: 

‘A meeting of the Special Committee of Council ap 
pointed to make nominations for the Standing Com- 
mittees of Council was held at the offices of the Associa- 
tion this morning. The President occupied the chair, 
and there were also present Messrs. Gofton and Dawes 

“The Committee agreed to make the following nomina 
tions, to the number of 15 for each Committee, with the 
exception of the Editorial Committee ; 

* Appointments Committee—-Messrs. J. KR. Rider, 
W.5S. Petrie, Dr. O. C. Bradley, Colonel J. W. Brittlebank, 
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Professor 8. H. Gaiger, Major F. 'T. G. Hobday, Messrs. 
J. W. Melntosh, W. 1D. Rees, Sir S. Stockman, Mr. H. J. 
Dawes, Colonel 'T. D. Young, Professor J. F. Craig, Messrs 
A. Gofton, D. Brown, Dr. A. W. Whitehouse.”’ 

The Prestipenr: | think we will deal with the elee- 
tion of these committees as they come before us. 
It has been brought to my notice that two of those 
nominated for membership of the Appointments 
Committee are not members of Council. That leaves 
us with two vacancies to be filled, and | shall be glad 
to receive nominations, 

On the proposition of Mr. Rees, seconded by the 
Hon, Secrerary, Major H. Peele, of Durham, was 
elected to fill one vacancy ; and, on the proposition of 
Colonel Young, seconded by Mr. Mare, Major R. 
Catmur was appointed to the other. 

* Finance Committee -Messrs. RK. Hughes, O. V. Gun- 
ning, J. W. MeIntosh, J. R. Rider, R. B. Nelder, Colonel 
Tl’. D. Young, H. L. Roberts, Major G. W. Dunkin, Messrs. 
Ik. A. West, H. J. Dawes, A. Gofton, Dr. O. C. Bradley, 
Major P. J. Simpson, Mr. J. Willett and Professor G. H 
Wooldridge.” 

The election of these nominees was approved, 

Veterinary Inspectors’ and Public Health Committee. 
Messrs. J. Ewing Johnston, H. Peele, J. H. Wynne, J. 5 
Lloyd, W. 38. Petrie, F. L. Gooch, R. Bryden, J. MeKinna, 
Colonel 'T. D. Young, Messrs. G. P. Male, H. L. Roberts, 
J.C. Coleman, A. Gofton, H. P. Hogben, H. J. Dawes.” 

The Council approved the election of these gentle- 
men, 

* Organising Committee. Messrs. C. Masson, G. P. 
Male, W. H. WKirk, Majors G. W. Dunkin, and R. Catmur, 
Dr. O. ©. Bradley, Messrs. VP. J. Howard, R. Bryden, 
Kk. 'T. G. Hobday, W. DD Rees, J. R. Rider, A. Gofton, 
Ht. Peele, H. J. Dawes, and Professor G. H. Wooldridge.” 

The Prestpent: In this case, again, someone is 
required to fill a vacancy. 

Mr. Goocu : | understand that it is not the Organis- 
ing Committee which has to deal with the programme 
of next year’s Congress, but, at the same time, | beg 
to propose that Professor Craig should be elected 
to this Committee, in view of the fact that the Congress 
is being held in Ireland next year, for I feel sure that, 
whether in that connection or not, his presence on the 
Committee will be a great asset,, 

Professor WooLpripGe: I concur very heartily 
in that view. In virtue of the steps that are being 
taken in Ireland, it is important to have a strong 
representative from [reland upon this Committee 


_ (Hear, hear.) 


The proposition was seconded by Dr. Brap.ey, 
and the Committee were then elected accordingly. 

* Parliamentary Committee..-Messrs. H. Peele, J. BR. 
Rider, W. 8S. Petrie, J. W. MeIntosh, J. Me Kinna, Colonel 
T. D. Young, Mr. G. P. Male, Major G. W. Dunkin, Mr. 
J. C. Coleman, Major RK. Catmur, Messrs. A. Gofton, 
W. 1D. Rees, H. .. Dawes, Sir S. Stockman, and Mr. A. E. 
Willett.” 

The election of these nominees was approved, 

* Kditorial Committee-- Major VP. J. Simpson, Messra. 
J. W. Melntosh, G. P. Male, E. A. West, Sir John Moore 
(co-opted).”’ 
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The PRESIDENT, in response to an enquiry, said 
that he was ex-officio a member of this Committee. 
Continuing, the President said: The report proceeds 
to make certain recommendations to Council in 
definition of the functions of the Editorial Com- 
mittee. They are as follows: 

“1. To determine the questions of policy in connection 
with the Veterinary Record. 

“2. To select subjects for editorial articles; to 
suggest writers of same, and to accept responsibility 
for all matters appearing in editorials. 

“3. To examine all articles and correspondence sub- 
mitted which contain any matter which may be considered 
libellous and to determine the action to be taken in regard 
to them. 

“4. The Editorial Staff shall submit all matters 
to the Editorial Committee, who shall determine the 
action to be taken thereon. 

“5. To determine the form of the Veterinary Record 
and all business matters arising in connection with its 
publication and all matters pertaining to advertisements.” 


The Presipent: The Editorial Committee has had 
many little “ups” and “downs” in the past, and 
an endeavour is being made to try and run the whole 
of the editorial work on sounder lines—to have an 
Editorial Committee which is primarily a business 
committee, and which is not going to be supposed to 
possess great literary ability. To deal with the latter 
aspect of the matter, I am going to ask you to allow 
me to approach a number of gentlemen to act as 
collaborators. The provisional list is as follows :— 

Major-General Sir F. Smith, Sir Stewart Stockman, 
Dr. O. C. Bradley, Mr. F. T. Harvey, Professor 
G. H. Wooldridge, Professor J. MacQueen, Professor 
J. R. Greig, Professor W. Mitchell, Mr. D. Imrie, 
Professor J. F. Craig, Professor D. Kehoe, Professor 
J. J. O'Connor, Mr. A. Gofton, Mr. T. J. Bosworth, 
Lieut-Col. T. D. Young, Messrs. F. L. Gooch, W. F. 
Aston, H. W. Dawes, J. R. Rider, Professor G. W. 
Clough, Dr. W. H. Andrews, Captain H. Kirk, Major 
G. W. Dunkin, Mr. A. W. N. Pillers, and Dr. T. W. M. 
Cameron, together with the Secretaries of the Divisions 
of the Association. 

Major G. W. DunKIN: May I be allowed to con- 
gratulate the gentlemen who have drawn up so ex- 
cellent a series of definitions of the duties of the 
Editorial Committee. I think that this matter has 
been too long delayed, and I am very glad to see that 
it is now settled—I do not see any reason why the 
arrangements made should not be a big success. 
(Hear, hear.) 

The Prestpent: The Committee necessarily admit 
that the recommendations do not include everything, 
but this was as far as they could see their way—there 
are, of course, many suggestions that can be made 
if it is found necessary and advisable. 

The Council having accepted and approved the 
nominations and recommendations of the Committee, 

Professor WooLpRIDGE said: In order to put this 
matter on a proper footing, | beg to say that I propose 
to give notice of a bye-law incorporating what has 


been done, with a statement of what are the duties of ; 








the Editorial Committee. In accordance with our 
Articles of Association, this notice will be required to 
be suspended for a period and come up for approval 
at the next meeting of Council. 

It was agreed that copies of the definition of the 
duties of the Editorial Committee be printed and 
circulated to all members of the Committee. 

Dr. BrapLey: Something will have to be added 
in general terms. I suggest that when notice is given 
a general clause be added. 

Professor WooLpriIpGE: I think that should go as 
an instruction to the Committee. 

The next item on the agenda, under the heading 
“Clinical Prizes for Students”——‘‘ To consider measures 
for bringing the scheme to the notice of students’’— 
was referred to the Organising Committee. 


APPOINTMENT OF SPECIAL COMMITTEES. 


The Council proceeded to the question of the appoint- 
ment of committees in accordance with the following 
remit from the Parliamentary Committee, previously 
adopted by the Council: “That the Council be 
requested to appoint two committees—one for 
England and Wales and one for Scotland—to enquire 
into the question of appointments under the Milk and 
Dairies Acts, the committee to have full executive 
powers and to report to the Council.” 

Mr. A. Gorron: I think that these committees are 
of great importance, because whatever may be happen- 
ing in England in regard to the making of appoint- 
ments, there is certainly considerable activity in 
Scotland. We have knowledge of the duties and 
conditions of pay and appointment which have been 
approved for certain appointments proposed to be 
made under the Milk and Dairies Acts. It is obvious 
from these that it is very necessary that these com- 
mittees should keep a close watch on what is happen- 
ing. 
"These committees must necessarily be such as can 
be called together at very short notice, for it may be 
possible, in some instances, to get early knowledge of 
the proposed conditions of an appointment which 
can be considered by the Committee, who can then, 
if necessary, make representations to the local author- 
ity concerned before the appointment is advertised. 
If the committees are to function in any useful way, 
they must have power to meet and take action forth- 
with, in order to bring pressure to bear on the local 
authorities and the Board of Health, with a view to 
securing improvement in the conditions of service 
in all cases in which exception may reasonably be 
taken to the proposals. The committees, therefore, 
should be small, in order that their energies may be 
rapidly focussed. 

Mr. McKinna: I think that, if these committees 
are appointed, the expenses of members should be 


The Presipent: That is rather a difficult point to 
decide at the moment. 

Mr. Roperts: As a veterinary inspector under the 
Diseases of Animals Acts, I have been given to under- 
stand that a veterinary inspector will not be required, 
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other than in exceptional cases, to act under the | Ireland should, of course in conjunction with the 
Milk and Dairies Act, but it has been indicated by | members of this Council, form the Provisional Com- 


Mr. Gofton that there will, in time, be important 
posts created under that Act, and [ am rather anxious 
to know, therefore, if there are any Councils which 
have done anything under the Milk and Dairies Act. 

The PrestpENT: I am afraid we shall have to 
find that out, Mr. Roberts. 

Mr. Mate: Is it not a fact that we shall not know 
exactly what the functions will be until the Orders 
are made under the Ministry of Agriculture? Ap- 
parently they have not been made yet. I am going 
to suggest that the functions of these committees will 
be practically the same as the functions of the Veter- 
inary Inspectors’ Committee and of the Parliamentary 
Committee. Would it not be duplicating the work 
rather to appoint these committees ? 

Mr. Gorton : I do not think there is any likelihood 
of these committees usurping the functions of any other 
committee. Moreover, if you were to empower your 
Parliamentary Committee, or your Veterinary In- 
spectors’ Committee to deal with these matters, 
when the need for action arose you would find that 
the opportunity for action would have passed before 
you could get your committee together. 

Mr. MALE suggested that an executive committee 
of these two standing committees should form the 
suggested sub-committees. 

Professor WooLpRIDGE: Looking through the lists 
of the two standing committees concerned, I do not 
think that the committee for Scotland could be 
selected from the Veterinary Inspectors’ Committee, 
for so far I have failed to find upon it a single repre- 
sentative from Scotland. 

The suggestion of Mr. Rees that committees of 
three members each be appointed, was adopted, and 
the following were elected to serve :— 

Committee for Scotland.—Dr. Bradley, Mr. Gofton, 
and Dr. Whitehouse. 

Committee for England and Wales.-—Messrs. H. J. 
Dawes, G. P. Male, and H. L. Roberts. 

Mr. Goocu: I propose that the committees be 
granted power to co-opt. 


This was seconded by Captain Kirk, and carried: 


New Members.—The PrestpEnt moved, and Col. 
Youna seconded, that the following gentlemen, 
having duly filled in nomination forms and paid their 
subscriptions, be elected members of the Association : 
Messrs. C. H. Bryans, Bundovar, Co. Donegal; J. J. 
Kelly, Kilrush, Co. Clare ; G. H. Leader, Newmarket ; 
P. N. Nanda, Baluchistan; J. O’Carroll, Lahore ; 
T. B. McClure, Londonderry ; R. Renfrew, Glasgow : 
A. Smith, Wrexham; P. F. Wilson, Aberdeenshire. 


Provisional Commitiee for 1926._-The PReEsIpENT : 
It is usual at this time to elect the members of the 
Provisional Committee to serve in connection with 
the next Annual Congress of the Association. Professor 
Craig is, | am delighted to see, with us (Hear, hear), 
and I believe he has ready with him a list of those 
gentlemen whom it is the wish of our friends in 








_Sub-Editor, for an increase in salary. 





mittee for 1926. 

Professor Crata: In considering this matter, we 
in Ireland did not really think that we were in a 
position to form a Provisional Committee without 
reference to the Council of the * National.” However, 
we considered the names which might be put forward, 
and in doing so we realised that some of the most 
desirable were not those of members of this Associa- 
tion. We hope, however, that if a man is elected to 
this committee we shall, without difficulty, be able 
to get him to become a member. (Applause.) Un- 
fortunately, the list was longer than the number 
which the President told me could be included, 
and I have struck out a few of the names. 

In drawing up this list, we considered that it was 
desirable to have on the committee members from 
various parts of the country, although we realised 
that practically the whole of the work would devolve 
upon those living in Dublin. The following is the list, 
from which the name of Professor O'Connor is omitted, 
he being a member of Council : 

Messrs. J. F. Healy, Midleton; P. J. Howard, 
Ennis; Finlay Kerr, Dublin; W. T. M. Browne, 
Naas, Kildare; H. C. I. Kelly, Portadown; J. P. 
Rice, Belfast ; H. McConnell, Armagh ; J. J. O’Brien, 
Claremorris ; J. Dodd, Sligo ; L. M. Magee, Dunboyne; 
F. J. Daly, Swords; J. J. Kelly, Dublin; R. B. 
Freeman, Dublin; J. Doyle, Dublin; R. H. Lambert, 
Dublin; J. H. Norris, Dublin; W. Malone, Dublin ; 
P. F. Dolan, Dublin; Professor Kehoe, Dublin ; 
Professor Browne, Dublin; M. J. MeClancy, Dublin ; 
J. M. Murphy, Dublin; 8. Conway, Wicklow; P. J. 
Shiel, Lucan; and Chas. Allen. 

Accounts : The Council considered accounts pre- 
sented for payment and these were passed. In regard 
to the Congress account for 1925, a vote of thanks was 
accorded Colonel Wood, the local secretary at 
Cambridge, for his efficient handling of financial 
matters in connection with the Congress. 


Any OTHER BUSINESS. 


Chain of Office-—The Council authorised the 
President to approach the Secretaries of Divisions 
inviting each of the Divisions to subscribe the cost 
of a Divisional link for the chain, to the amount of £2. 

Assistant Secretary. The Council considered the 
application of Mr. Brown, the Assistant Secretary and 
It was decided 
to increase this by £38 to £350 per annum, and to 
grant Mr. Brown an honorarium of £25 in virtue of 
his increased work and responsibility during the 
period of vacancy of the post of General Secretary. 

Congress Trade Exhibition. Captain H. Kirk read 
a letter which he had received from a firm, exhibitors 
at the Annual Congress of the Association. 

The PresipENT: I am quite sure, Captain Kirk, 
that Professor Craig has paid due attention to the 
letter which you have read, and that if it is possible 
in any way to make conditions more satisfactory for 
the exhibitors at Dublin, it will be done. That is all 
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we can do in the matter. It is purely a matter for | 


the Provisional Committee. 

Mr. Regs: I think a letter of that kind should have 
been sent to the Secretary of the * National,” and 
not to a private member. (Hear, hear.) 

Captain Kirk: | have known the writer for twenty 


years, and that is why he sent his communication to | 


me. 

Proceeding, Captain Kirk said: There is another 
matter to which I wish to refer. 

A very decided agitation is going on in the Press 
and in other influential quarters against the horse. 
I have here an editorial article from a daily paper 
which states, among other things : 

“Sir Henry Maybury, chairman of the London 
Traffic Committee, has returned from the United 
States with new ideas for traffic control. The 
greater part of our congestion, Sir Henry finds, is 
caused by slow-going traffic. These vehicles are 
banned from the main thoroughfares of New York 
during the busy hours of the day. The horse must go ! 
At any rate, it must be banished from London's 
streets during these hours of the day when traffic is at 
its height. Sentimentalists will protest. Yet the 
horse must go.” 

Now this is a very serious matter for us, and par- 
ticularly those of us who practice in or near London. 
Abolition of the horse from the streets means eventual 
total disuse of the horse, and scores of town prac- 
titioners would be deprived of the bulk of their 
livelihood. I would, therefore, like to ask whether 
this Council considers it could take any useful action, 
whilst there is yet time, to counteract this evil influ- 
ence. It seems to me that the Organising Committee 
could, by making out a good case for the horse and 
broadcasting it to the public, at least mitigate or 
indefinitely postpone such a proposal. And there is 
a good case to answer, for I cannot admit that the horse 
is the cause of such traffic disorganisation as it has 
been held to be. The fact is that, whilst the number of 
horses has been steadily declining, the traffic problem 
has become more and more acute. It does not tend 
to improve as the horses disappear but rather the 
reverse. I think it is a question which might usefully 
be considered by this Council. ; 


Dr. Brapiry: I think, sir, that during the past 
week or so the London Press has shown itself to be 
markedly sympathetic towards the horse. 


No action was taken, and, at this stage, the Prest- 
DENT introduced Mr. Knight to the Council. In 
welcoming Mr. Knight to his new sphere of work as 
the Association’s General Secretary, the President 
expressed the hope and expectation of the Council 
that his selection would be in every way justified by 
results, 


Mr. Knicut returned thanks for his appointment. 
It would be his whole endeavour to prove that the 
Council’s confidence was not misplaced. 


The meeting concluded with a vote of thanks to 
the President for his conduct in the chair. 


| 
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Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. 


QUARTERLY MEETING OF COUNCIL. 


(Continued from page 970.) 


The Presipent: We will now proceed to the 
election of the Special Committee. 

Mr. Gatcer: I suggest that the Special Committee 
be a Committee of this Council rather than a Special 
Committee of the Parliamentary Committee. That 
would get us out of the difficulty. 

The Presipenr: ‘The saggestion was that the 
Committee should consist of five members, and that 
has been voted on and passed. 

Colonel BritTLeBANK: It has been allowed to 
bring up matters which were dealt with in Committee 
yesterday, and to express our opinions thereon. 
Personally my opinion yesterday was that the whole 
Committee should act, and I did object to the Commit- 
tee having power to act without bringing back their 


_ findings to the Parliamentary Committee. I think 


a small Committee in a case like this is extremely 
advisable. It will function much better than the 
whole Committee. I do hold with Sir John 
M’Fadyean that before that Committee proceeds 
to do anything which will commit the whole Council, 
it should come back to the General Committee for 
the necessary authority before going any further. 
A resolution has been accepted and passed by the 
Council that the Committee should be composed of 
five. If we could further add that that Committee 
should report to the Parliamentary Committee then 
I think the whole difficulty will be got over. 

The PrestpeENtT: Report before action or after 
action ¢ 

Colonel BrirrLeBaNnk: Before action. 

Sir Joun M’Fapyean: I ask leave to second 
Colonel Brittlebank’s motion. 

Major Simpson: Before any motion is taken would 
not the proper procedure be to refer this back to the 
Parliamentary Committee ? It is not for the Council 
to select a Special Committee of the Parliamentary 
Committee. Surely a Special Committee of the 
Parliamentary Committee should be elected by the 
Parliamentary Committee itself‘ I take it that if 
the Council does not agree with a motion put forward 
by the Parliamentary Committee, the Council should 
refer it back to the Parliamentary Committee with a 
recommendation, and not completely over-ride 
the Parliamentary Committee’s action. 

Major-General Sir Layton BLENKiNSOP : | support 
what Major Simpson has just said. I was out-voted 
yesterday. Personally 1 was against a large Com- 
mittee, but if the Council does not accept the suggestion 
of the Parliamentary Committee the matter should 
be referred back to the Parliamentary Committee. 

Major Simpson: May I put my suggestion in the 
form of a proposition, namely, ‘‘ That this paragraph 
of the Parliamentary Committee’s report be referred 
back to the Parliamentary Committee for further 
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consideration, with a recommendation that the 
Special Committee should consist of so many.” 

Sir Joun M’Fapyean: And would you add * and 
to report to the whole Committee ” ? 

Major Simpson: Yes. 

Colonel Brirr.eBANK: Is that quite a_ wise 
procedure ? I do not want to obstruct the business 
of this Council, but, after all, we have to remember 
that the profession at large is very uneasy about the 
situation, and we do not want to delay matters. 
There is nothing very serious in what has just 
happened. All that the Council is objecting to is 
the size of the Committee, and I do not think it matters 
very much if the Council take it upon itself now to 
re-select the Committee in order that the Committee 
may commence to function at once. If we refer this 
matter back to the Parliamentary Committee we 
shall be hanging it up for at least three months. 
It might be said that it does not matter very much 
and that there is no hurry, but will the profession 
at large be quite satisfied with an action of that sort ? 
In view of the extremely unhappy position in which 
many men who are in practice find themselves | 
venture to say it would be extremely unwise of us to 
hesitate to go ahead. I think there is nothing 
irregular in carrying out a resolution which has 
already been approved, that this Committee shall 
consist of five members. 

The PrestpENT: There is something more than 
that. Objection was raised to the Special Committee 
having full powers. 

Mr. CoLeMAN: I move that this Special Committee 
be not given plenary powers, but should report to 
the whole Parliamentary Committee before action. 

Sir Srewart Stockman: I agree with what 
Colonel Brittlebank has said. The matter is pressing 
and we ought to do something, but I do not think 
any Special Committee should be given such wide 
powers as this Committee is given without first 
reporting back to the full Parliamentary Committee. 

Dr. SHARE-JONES: On a point of fact, 1 was under 
the impression that the Special Committee had to 
report back. It is a Special Committee of the 
Parliamentary Committee and is bound to report 
back to the Parliamentary Committee. The whole 
of this quibble is on whether the Special Committee 
should be composed of five or nine members. — It 
does not matter to me one way or the other; it is 
not worth worrying about unless someone has a grave 
objection to some of the members, and if they have 
let them say so. 

Mr. SuMNER: May we have a recital of No. 12 of 
the Standing Orders ! 

The PrestpEnt read No. 12 of the Standing Orders. 

The Secretary: A proposal was made by Major 
Simpson, seconded by General Sir Layton Blenkinsop, 
that this particular paragraph of the report of the 
Parliamentary Committee should be referred back to 
the Committee for further consideration, with the 
recommendation that the Special Committee should 
consist of not more than five members, and should 
be instructed to report to the whole Committee before 
taking action. 
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Professor Crate: Before that is put may I make 
a suggestion? I understand that a confirmatory 
meeting will be held in about a fortnight’s time. 
There is no reason why the Parliamentary Committee 
should not meet during that time and decide what 
action it will take, so that this matter will not be 
delayed and a Committee may be formed, and act. 
I think it is a mistake to delay the matter for three 
months. 

Colonel BrittLeEBANK: What becomes of the 
resolution which has been passed— that a Committee 
of five should be elected ? 

The Presipenr: I have an amendment now, 
proposed by Major Simpson, that the matter be 
referred back to the Parliamentary Committee. 

Sir Joun M’Fapyean: Is it not part of the 
Standing Orders that before a second amendment is 
proposed the first must be disposed of ? I think 
Major Simpson's amendment was the last amendment. 

The Prestpent: It was the most recent. 

Colonel BritTLEBANK: There is my amendment. 

The Prestpent: I thought your amendment was 
added on to Major Simpson’s. 

Colonel BritTLEBANK: It was an amendment 
that the Special Committee should report back to the 
Parliamentary Committee before action. 

Major Simpeson: | thought Colonel Brittlebank’s 
amendment was included in mine—that this Special] 
Committee when formed should report to the Parlia- 
mentary Committee before action is taken. 

The Secretary: The amendment which has 
been carried is that which was proposed by Mr. 
McIntosh, namely, that the Special Committee should 
consist of five members. Then Colonel Brittlebank 
proposed, and Sir John M’Fadyean seconded, that it 
be an instruction to the Special Committee to report 
to the Parliamentary Committee before taking action. 

Mr. McInrosu: The motion to the effect that 
five members be appointed has already been put and 
carried, and I am now prepared to submit five names, 
namely, Prof. Gofton, Prof. Buxton, Colonel Dunlop 
Young, Dr. Share-Jones and Colonel Brittlebank. 

Mr. MALE: Would it be possible under the Standing 
Orders for this report to be adopted with the amend- 
ments which the Council has-suggested ? Then the 
Parliamentary Committee could meet to-day if 
necessary and elect those five members so that the 
work could be got on with immediately. 

The Prestpent: The Parliamentary Committee 
could hardly be called together to-day. +I think a 
certuin time has to be allowed. We have agreed 
that the Committee should consist of five members. 

Colonel BrirrLeBANK: Let us elect those first. 

The Presipenr: I think so. We will proceed 
first to the election of the Committee of five. We 
have five names proposed. Are there any others 
to be added ? 

Prof. Buxton: I wish to withdraw my name. 

Colonel BritrLEBANK: Then I propose Sir John 
M’Fadyean. 

Mr. McInrosu: The names are Prof. Gofton, Sir 
John M’Fadyean, Colonel Dunlop Young, Dr. Share- 


' Jones and Colonel Brittlebank. 
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Mr. McKrnna: I beg to second that. 

The motion was then put and carried. 

The Presipent: We now have a Special Commit- 
tee. I will now put Colonel Brittlebank’s proposition 
that that Special Committee report before action 
to the Parliamentary Committee. 

Colonel BrirrLeBANK: I move that. 

Dr. SHare-Jones: What does that mean? Does 
that mean they are not to interview anyone, or that 
they are not to secure any information at all from any 
source for the benefit of the Committee when it meets ? 

Colonel BrirrLeBaNnk : I think it is well understood 
what a resolution of that sort generally means— that 
the Special Committee shall not commit the General 
Committee or the Council to anything without the 
approval of the full Committee and the Council. 

The proposition was then put and carried. 

The Prestpent: Major Simpson moved that the 
whole matter be referred back to the Parliamentary 
Committee. 

Major Simpson: With the recommendation that 
the Committee should be composed of five members. 
Apparently my motion has been ruled out | have 
no feeling in the matter of the names put forward, 
but I do think it wrong that a Committee which has 
carefully considered the matter should be over-ridden 
by the Council. 

Mr. McIntosu: I should like to enter my protest 
against Major Simpson’s remarks. I think the 
Council as a whole has a right to say whether it agrees 
with the recommendations of a Committee. My 
own views were that a smaller Committee would be 
much more capable of acting. It is out of no dis- 
respect to a Committee that any Member of Council 
has the right to object or to enter his protest if he 
does not agree with the views of a Committee. For 
that reason I maintain that the Committee just 
suggested is quite a proper one, and that the action 
which the Council has taken is also quite proper. 

The PrestpentT: Are there any other remarks on 
the report before I put it to the meeting? If not, 1] 
will put the motion for the adoption of the report of 
the Parliamentary Committee with the necessary 
alterations. 

The motion was then put and carried. ; 


Honours AND Prizes COMMITTEE. 


Major-General Sir L. J. BLeNkiNnsop read the 
following Report and moved its adoption. 

I. Chairman.—lt was resolved that Sir Layton J. 
Blenkinsop be re-appointed Chairman of this Committee 
for the ensuing year. 

Il. Minutes._-The minutes of the previous meeting, 
having been printed and circulated, were taken as read 
and signed as correct. 

Ill. Fitzewygram Prizes.—The report of the Auditors 
on the marks gained by the students eligible for the award 
of the Fitzwygram Prizes was received showing that 
Mr. J. H. M. Hughes had obtained the highest number of 
marks, namely: 770, and Mr. J. R. Hudson the second 
highest number, namely : 759. 
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It was resolved that the first Fitzwygram Prize, 1925, 
be awarded to Mr. J. H. M. Hughes of the Royal Veterinary 
College of Ireland, Dublin, and the second Fitzwygram 
Prize to Mr. J. R. Hudson, Royal Veterinary College, 
London. 

IV. Walley Memorial Prize.—The report of the Auditors 
on the marks gained by the students eligible for the award 
of the Walley Memorial Prize was received showing that 
Mr. H. Burrow and Mr. J. C. Taylor were bracketed equal 
with the highest number of marks, namely 115. It was 
resolved that the Walley Memorial Prize, 1925, be divided 
between Mr. H. Burrow, a student of Royal (Dick) Veter- 
unary College, Edinburgh, and Mr. J. C. Taylor, a student 
of the Royal Veterinary College of Ireland. 

V. Jubilee Memorial and Bursary Prize.—It was 
resolved that the Secretary be authorised to advertise an 
examination for the award of the Jubilee Memorial Prize, 
to be held in the month of November, 1925. 

VI. Steel Memorial Trust.—A report was received trom 
Sir. John M’Fadyean and the Secretary to the effect that 
they had attended at the office of the Charity Com- 
mission and had discussed the possibility of a variation 
being allowed in the terms of the Trust on which the Steel 
Memorial Medal may be granted. It was however, 
quite definitely held by the Charity Commission that no 
variation of the nature suggested could be approved. 

Vil. Award of Steel Memorial Medal.—\t was resolved 
to recommend that the Steel Memorial Medal be aw arded 
to Mr. 8S. H. Gaiger, F.R.C.V.S. 

Vill. Presentation of Awards.—It was resolved that 
the presentation of the Steel Memorial Medal and all 
prize certificates be made at the next Annual General 
Meeting. 

Colonel J. W. BrirTLEBANK seconded the motion, 
which was carried. 

The PrestpEnt: I should like to extend our 
congratulations to Mr. Gaiger, and I hope to say more 
on a future occasion. 

Mr. GaIGER: Thank you, very much. 


PuBLICATION, LipRARY AND MuseuM CoMMITTEE. 

Dr. Brap.ey read the Report as follows :— 

Il. Chairman.—Iit was resolved— 

That Dr. O. Charnock Bradley be appointed Chairman 
of this Committee for the ensuing year 

Il. Minutes.—The minutes of the previous meeting, 
having been printed and circulated, were taken as read 
and signed as correct. 

Ill. Presentations to Library.—The Secretary read a 
list of the presentations to the Library, and 

It was resolved— 

That a hearty vote of thanks be accorded to the respec- 
tive donors. 

IV. Cataloguing.—The Secretary suggested that in 
view of the impending alteration in the office staff his 
report on cataloguing should be postponed. 

V. Shelving.—The Sub-Committee appointed to con- 
sider the question of shelving reported that they had 
accepted an estimate for the provision of two double- 
sided Oak Bays and a special Book Cabinet for large and 
valuable books, at a total cost ot £75. 

It was resol ved— 

(a) That the action of the Sub-Committee be approved. 
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(6) That the Sub-Committee, with power to act, be 
authorised to consider the question of the provision of a 
suitable electric vacuum cleaner, 

VI. Register, 1926.—The Secretary was authorised to 
reprint the Register for 1926 on the same terms as before, 
and to introduce as an appendix extracts from the 
Tuberculosis Order, the Milk and Dairies Consolidation 
Acts, etc. 

He moved its reception and adoption. 

Mr. Gorron: I did not hear it said that the new 
Register was to include amongst other things the new 
Standing Orders, presuming they are adopted to-day. 
I would like to suggest, if they are not included, 
they should be included in the new Register. 

Dr. BRADLEY: The “ et cetera’s”’ will cover that. 

The Secretary: There is another omission, which 
is due to the haste in which this Report had to be 
produced, namely, the Secretary's Report on his 
attendance at the second Congress of Special Libraries 
and Information Bureau, at Balliol College, Oxford, 
which Report has received the approval of the 
Committee. 

Dr. BrapLEy: I move the reception and adoption 
of the Report, with the additions just mentioned. 

Colonel J. W. BrirrteBank: I second that. 
Should the additions not also contain the resolution 
that the Committee expressed its thanks to Mr. 
Bullock for his very valuable Report ? (Hear, hear.) 

The motion for the adoption of the Report was then 
put and carried. 


I. V. S. Spectra CoMMITTEE. 


Major-General Sir Layton BLenkrinsor: I ask 
that the Council resolve itself into Committee in order 
to receive this Report. 

Colonel J. W. BritTLEBANK seconded the motion, 
which was carried. 

The Council then went into Committee. 

On the Council coming out of Committee, 

Major-General Sir Layton BLenkinsop: I propose 
that the Special Sub-Committee on the Indian 
Veterinary Service be now dissolved. 

Major Sir J. Moore: I second that. 

The motion was then put and carried. 


D. V.S. M. Spectra, CoMMITTER. 


Mr. Gorton read the Report as follows :— 

The Special Committee has held three meetings and has 
taken into consideration (a) the letter received from 
Mr. A. M. Trotter, dated 12th November, 1924, referred 
to the Committee for consideration ; (b) the General Regu- 
lations for the examination for the D.V.S.M. 

(a) Meat and Milk Inspection.—The Committee are of 
opinion that the subject of the examination of Meat and 
Milk at the Class D Examination is satisfactorily dealt 
with in the syllabus for the Membership Examination. 

(6) D. V.S.M. Regulations.—The Committee have care- 
fully revised the Regulations for the D.V.S.M., and have 
incorporated new proposals with regard to the Examination 
of Meat and Milk, including the appointment of a Specialist 
Examiner. 
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The Committee recommend, that subject to the approval 
of the Council to the appointment of a Specialist Examiner, 
the Secretary be instructed to advertise the appointment 
of an External Examiner for the D.V.S.M. Examination 
in the special subject of Meat Inspection and Dairy In- 
spection. 

The Draft Regulations are submitted herewith with a 
slight verbal alteration. 


Mr. Gorton moved the reception and adoption of 
the Report. 

Sir Joun M’Fapykan seconded the motion, which 
was carried. 


APPOINTMENT OF SECRETARIES OF BOARD OF 
EXAMINERS IN ScoTLAND, LIVERPOOL AND IRELAND. 


The Secretary: I first have to submit a letter of 
resignation from Major Archibald Baird, who has 
acted as local secretary for the College at the Examina- 
tions held in Scotland for the past fifteen years. 

Mr. McKinna: I beg to move that Major Archibald 
Baird’s resignation be accepted. In doing so I 
think we should thank Major Baird for the most 
excellent services which he has rendered to this 
College, and I hope that our Minutes will record that 
fact. 

Sir Jonn M’Fapyean: I beg to second that. 
I should be very glad to be allowed to say that I think 
this Council owes a debt of gratitude to Major Baird. 
(Hear, hear.) I think the proper expression to be used 
is that his resignation is accepted with great regret, 
and that the letter announcing that fact should also 
convey to him an expression of the Council’s thanks 
for his services during the past fifteen years. (Hear, 
hear.) 

Dr. BrapLEY: As one who has been associated 
with Major Baird in connection with Examinations 
for a good many years, I should like to associate 
myself with the vote of thanks for his very excellent 
services. 

The Secretary: If I may be allowed to do so. 
I too would like to be associated with this vote. 
As Secretary of the Royal College I have come in 
contact with Major Baird in his capacity as Secretary 
to the Examining Board in Scotland, and I suppose 
I know more about his work in that respect than any- 
body else. I can state that on every occasion Major 
Baird had been prompt, business-like, and courteous. 
He has gone out of his way to do work other than 
that which was strictly within his duties. In every 


‘way he has been a most admirable assistant tn connec- 


tion with the Examinations in Scotland. 

The PrestpENt: I should also like from the Chair 
to associate myself with everything that has been said, 
and also to add one word which seems to have been 
missed out of the statements which have been made, 
namely, to draw attention to his great efficiency. 

The motion was carried. 

The Secrerary: I was authorised to advertise 
the vacancy of local secretary in Scotland. An 
attempt was made to obtain applications for separate 
secretaries for Edinburgh and Glasgow, but I regret 
to say that I have failed to obtain applications for 
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the post of secretary for the separate Examinations 
held at Glasgow. 

Professor SHARE-JONES: Before we go any further, 
may I ask a general question on these appointments ¢ 
I should like to ask whether it is any part of the duty 
of a local secretary to intervene in any form whatever ? 

The Prestpent: I think that came under the 
Examination Committee’s Report. 

Professor SHaRE-JONES : Otherwise I shall ask for 
the duties of these secretaries to be read out. I think 
it is simpler to ask the question in the way I am asking 
it now, namely, if it is any part of the duty of a local 
secretary to intervene in any way whatsoever with 
the assessment of marks awarded to a candidate 
at an Examination. I put it as a general question 
for a general answer, and not with any intention of 
pursuing the matter any further at this moment. 
I merely ask for information. 

The Prestpent: I was looking at the Examination 
Committee’s Report which has already been passed, 
and I think it answers your question. 

Professor SHARE-JoNES: May I put it as a point 
of order? We are not dealing with the Examination 
Committee’s Report at all. We are dealing with 
certain appointments which we are proposing to make 
and I am putting the question to the Chair as to the 
duties of those secretaries. 

The Prestpent: The Chair is preparing to answer 
your question. In the Examination Committee’s 
Report it is said: “ In the opinion of the Committee 
the ‘local secretary is acting within the compass of 
his duties when he intervenes with the intention of 
preventing a Byelaw of the College being violated.” 

Professor Suare-Jones: I put the question, is it 
any part of his duty whatsoever to intervene in the 
assessment of the marks awarded to a candidate 
at the Examination? That is a definite question. 

The Prestpent: I should say that that is the 
duty of the Examiners. 

Professor SHARE-JonES: That satisfies me. 

Mr. Gorron: Is it not the case that it might 
appear to a secretary that in the assessment of marks 
the Byelaws of the College were being contravened ; 
and if, under such circumstances, he thought the 
Byelaws were being contravened, then is it not his 
duty to intervene ? 

The Prestpent: The Examination Committee 
arrived at the conclusion that that was so—-that he 
had that right. 

Professor SHARE-JONES: The local secretary, then, 
has a right to intervene? May I take it that the 
answer to my question is in the affirmative—that it 
is part of his duty to intervene in the assessment of 
the marks ? 

The Presipent: To prevent a Byelaw being 
violated, yes. 

Mr. GaiceR: Do I understand that you mean the 
local secretary has the power to say: “ You should 
not give this man five marks more to bring him up 
to pass marks,” 





The Prestpent: I do not think the Committce 
suggested that. 

Professor SHarE-JONES: I am only asking for 
information. The answer as given me now means, 
in my judgment, that a local secretary amounts to 
an Examiner. (No, no.) A person who is authorised 
by this body to interfere with the assessment of the 
marks awarded to the candidate is examining. 

The Secretary: We have received an application 
from Mr. Archibald W. Baird, M.R.C.V.S. for appoint- 
ment as secretary to the conduct of the Examination 
held in Edinburgh, in accordance with the advertise- 
ment issued. I have reason to believe, however, 
that if appointed Mr. Archibald W. Baird, who has 
assisted his father on many occasions in all the duties 
of the local secretaryship, would be willing to act 
for the whole sphere of work which was entrusted to 
his father, and would act as secretary for Edinburgh 
and Glasgow. Mr. Baird gives as references -his 
father, Major Archibald Baird, and Dr. Bradley. 

Colonel J. W. BritrLeBANK: I beg to move that 
Mr. Baird be elected. 

Sir 8. Stockman: May we hear Dr. Bradley ? 

Dr. BrapLey: I have no hesitation in seconding 
the motion of Colonel Brittlebank’s. I have known 
the applicant since he was a boy and I think I can 
quite safely say he will carry out his duties quite 
efficiently, and I am quite sure, conscientiously. 

Mr. Gorton: I support this application as I also 
know the applicant. 

The motion was then put and carried. 

The Secretary: For the position of secretary to 
the Examinations held in Liverpool I have received 
an application for re-election from Mr. Edward L. 
Butters. 

Mr. ABson: I move his re-election. 

Mr. Stocock: I beg to second the appointment of 
Mr. Butters. 

The Presipent: It is proposed that Mr. Butters 
be re-elected Secretary for Liverpool. 

The motion was put and carried unanimously. 

The Secretary: [ have an application from Mr. 
James Doyle, who was appointed in April last, for 
re-election as local secretary for the Examinations 
in Dublin. 

Prof. Craig: | beg to propose Mr. Doyle’s re- 
election. He carried out his work at the last 
Examination very efficiently. 

Colonel J. W. BrirrLtesank: I second that. 

The motion was carried, 


Norices or Morion. 

Prof. Gorron: I beg to announce that at the next 
meeting of Council I shall move that Byelaws 106 
to 115 be deleted and that there be substituted for 
those Byelaws a new set of Byelaws incorporating 
the draft regulations for the D.V.S.M., which have 
been submitted this afternoon and approved by the 
Council. 

The Secretary: On behalf of Professor Craig 
I have to announce that he will move at the next 
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meeting of Council that the Secondary School Leaving 
Certificate Examination, Irish Department of Educa- 
tion be added to the list of recognised preliminary 
examinations. 

Dr. Brapitey: I do not think it is absolutely 
necessary that I should give notice of this motion now, 
but I do so because I should like it to receive con- 
sideration. I give notice that at the next meeting of 
Council I shall move that it be remitted to the Chair- 
man’s Committee to consider the question of the 
adoption of academic dress for Fellows and Members 
of the College. 

Major-General Sir J. Moore: I beg to bring 
forward the following proposition for discussion at 
the next quarterly meeting in January: “ That 
sanction should be obtained for the creation of an 
official Veterinary Research Council in Great Britain.” 
I put this forward in anticipation of the matter coming 
up through the Council of the National Veterinary 
Medical Association. I do not propose to say any- 
thing more about it for the present. 


OTHER MATTERS. 


The PrestpENT: Are there any other matters / 

Mr. Livesey: I should like to propose that this 
Council record a vote of thanks to the chairman and 
members of the Indian Veterinary Service Special 
Committee for the trouble they have taken over the 
Indian Veterinary Service during their long considera- 
tion of the matter. They gave a most excellent 
report in the first instance, and as the Committee is 
now being dissolved I think this Council should record 
a vote of thanks to the members thereof for their 
services. 

Mr. ABson seconded the motion which was carried 
with acclamation. 

Major-General Sir Layton Bienktinsop: Thank 
you. 


SpeciaAL MEETING. 
A Special Meeting of Council was held immediately 


after the Council Meeting, at which the same members | 


were present. 


MINUTES. 
The Minutes of the last Special Meeting were taken 
as read and confirmed. 
The Presipent: | beg to move that Byelaw 45 


be altered by the transposition of the words “ and 
General Purposes” in line 4 to follow the word 
‘ Finance ” in line 3. 


Mr. McKinna: I second that. 

The motion was carried. 

The PrestpeEnt: I move: “ That the Standing 
Orders as approved by the Council be adopted.” 

The motion was duly seconded and carried, it 
being agreed that the Special Confirmatory Meeting 
should be held on Wednesday, 14th October, at 
3 o'clock. 

A vote of thanks to the President, moved by Mr. 
McKinna, concluded the Meeting. 
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SpeciaAL MEETING. 

At a Special Meeting of Council held at the College, 
10 Red Lion Square, London, W.C. 1, on Wednesday, 
October 14th, 1925, when there were present Prof. 
F. 'T. G. Hobday, Messrs. W. 8. King, G. H. Livesey, 
Sir John M’Fadyean, Mr. J. W. McIntosh, Major- 
General Sir John Moore, Prof. J. Share-Jones, Mr. 8. H. 
Slocock, Mr. J. Willett, Prof. G. H. Wooldridge, and 
Lieut.-Colonel T. Dunlop Young. 

1. Chairman. In the absence of the President, 
Mr. 8. H. Slocock, Vice-President, took the Chair. 

2. Minutes. The Minutes of the previous Special 
Meeting of October 2nd, were read and signed as 
correct. 

3. Apologies for Absence. The Secretary 
announced that he had received letters of apology 
for absence from Major J. Abson, Major-General 
Sir L. J. Blenkinsop, Dr. O. Charnock Bradley, Mr. 
J. H. Carter, Mr. J. Clarkson, Prof. 8. H. Gaiger, 
Mr. A. Gofton, Mr. P. J. Howard, Mr. R. Hughes, 
Mr. J. MecKinna, Major P. J. Simpson, and Mr. Trevor 
F. Spencer. 

4. Byelaws. On the motion of the Vice-President 
it was resolved that the alteration to Byelaw 45 
by the transposition of the words “and General 
Purposes” in line 4 to follow the word “ Finance ” 
in line 3, adopted by the Council at the previous 
Special Meeting, be confirmed. 

5. Standing Orders. On the motion of the 
President it was resolved that the Standing Orders 
as adopted by the Council at the previous Special 
Meeting, be confirmed. 

6. Common Seal. 

It was resolved that the Common Seal of the College 
be attached to the alteration of Byelaws and to 
Standing Orders as confirmed. 

7. Correspondence. The Council resolved itself 
into Committee for the consideration of corres- 
pondence. 

On resuming its sitting in Council, the instructions 
of the Committee to the Secretary were approved. 








R.A.V.C. Old Comrades. 
FirtH ANNUAL DINNER OF THE ASSOCIATION. 


The truism that time cannot wither the spirit of comrade- 
ships that are based on mutual experience and service 
was again exemplified on the occasion of the Fifth Annual 
Re-Union Dinner of the Royal Army Veterinary Corps 
Old Comrades’ Association, which was held at Anderton’s 
Hotel, Fleet Street, on Friday, October 23rd, when over 
200 past and present members enjoyed to the full a func- 
tion which appears, as does the Association which promotes 
it, to gain increasing popularity with the passing of the 
years since its inception. 

The evening is designed to be essentially a social one 
and the toast list is not allowed to intrude upon the true 
raison d’ére—re-union and conviviality. 

Moreover, the personal friendship of Sir John Martin 


Harvey for one who has made this recurring occasion 








Banners 


pf pe: 
a 


— 
seca 


eed 


FF ere. gg 


PE Res Eee 


0 __THE VETERINARY RECORD 





&@ permanent interest in his life—Major Hobday— produced 
the memorable contribution to the evening’s entertain- 
ment of a repetition of Sir John’s favourite elocutional 
effort for the troops on active service: “‘ A Hymn of Love 
for England.” 

Major General Sir L. J. Blenkinsop, Colonel Com- 
mandant of the Corps, presided over the company, which 
also included Major General Sir Frederick Smith, Major 
General Dunlop Smith (Director General), and a large 
number of other officers, with about 150 non-commissioned 
officers and men, and, as guests, Sir John Martin Harvey, 
Mr. Charles Pond, the veteran and popular entertainer ; 
Sergt. O'Reilly, the gifted cartoonist; Mr. F. Knight, 
The Secretary of the N.V.M.A.; Mr. W. Brown, of the 
‘“* Veterinary Record” ; Messrs. West (of Messrs. Bailliére 
‘Tindall and Cox) and Mr. Eley, representing the ‘“ Veter- 
inary Journal.” 

Major F. T. G. Hospay, following the honouring of the 
Loyal Toasts, in submitting that of ‘‘ Our Guests,” wel. 
comed each individually in the heartiest terms, making 
special reference to Sergt. O’ Reilly’s increasing renown 
as an illustrator and to his brilliant efforts in connection 
with the programmes and menu cards of the Corps. His 
cartoon for that occasion was particularly appropriate, 
in view of the recent production of the book of which they 
were all proud—-* The History of the Veterinary Services 
in the War ”’-—(Cheers).  _T'he 7'imes gave the book a splen- 
did notice and the cartoon showed “ The Times” placing 
a laurel wreath on the equinely depicted brow of the 
R.A.V.C. 













SCR 


~~, 
o- a on 
41 Ae 





SS aa 
O'REnL | i} 
‘why 
KPT / 

Ss ——— aa 

Major Hobday concluded by drawing attention to the 
good that the Association was doing. He hoped everyone 
present would take an oath to bring in at least one recruit 
before the next Annual Dinner. The Corps had numbered 


some 48,000 men, and the 1,800 members of the Association 
represented a proportion which left much roomfor improve 
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ment. In connection with that, he would like to mention 
the R.A.V.C. Benevolent Fund which, although it did not 
belong to the Association, was very intimately connected 
with it. To his personal knowledge, forty or fifty cases 
had been brought before the Fund, largely owing to its 
connection with the Old Comrades’ Association and not one 
had been turned down: they had received, as temporary 
help, sums ranging from three to fifteen guineas. 

The CoLoNEL COMMANDANT submitted ‘‘ The Associa- 
tion,” and in doing so Sir Layton Blenkinsop said that 
during the tive years of its existence the Association 
had made steady progress. Their membership had 
increased, and although cert ainly all their members had not 
paid their subscriptions, he hoped they would rapidly 
remedy that defect. They had on the books ot the Associa- 
tion at that time 608 members in all, including 115 annual 
members and two life members. The Association had 
proved itself of considerable value to old members of the 
Corps. They had heard what Major Hobday had said 
in regard to their desire to secure recruits, but he would 
like to tell them something omitted by him, and that was 
that, during the past year, Major Hobday, “ off his own 
bat”, had brought them over 100 members (Cheers). 
If one man could do that, it placed the rest of them in a 
relatively bad position as recruiting officers for the Associa - 
tion and he trusted they would all do their utmost to 
augment the roll before the next Annual Dinner. 

The officers of the Association were, as they doubtless 
knew, endeavouring to form branches throughout the 
country. At the present time they had got three branches 

running—in Glasgow, with over 100 mem- 


"WE EMPLOYED ANIMALS ONA LARGER » ee a aaa 
NUMBER OF FRONTS THAN ANY OTHERL bers ; in Liverpool, with 98 members ; and 
BELLIGERENT........ THE WORK OF THE 


VETERINARY SERVICE IN THE 
GREAT WAR MAKES AN INSPIRING to get branches formed in three other 
RECORD, ABOVE ALL WHERE THE large towns without delay, viz., Manches- 
PREVENTION ¥ SWIFT ELIMINATION ter, Edinburgh and Leeds. He urged upon 
OF DISEASE ARE CONCERNED — all those present who were in a position 


THE TIMES. to do so to assist in this work, for it was 


in London with 89. All were in a flourish- 
ing condition, and they were very anxious 


the personal element that counted most 
in such matters. 

Major Hobday had also told them of 
the value of the work done by the Benev- 
olent Fund and how it had assisted their 
members. It was certainly very advan- 
tageous to the Association and it was of 
especial value in being run in @ manner 
so sympathetic towards the Association. 
(Hear, hear.) 

The British Legion were still in affili- 
ation with them, and there was no doubt 

although probably few of them were 
bothered with pension questions—that 

a. the British Legion were doing an enor- 
mous amount to help men who were 
‘down and out” and who were entitled 
to pensions but who had been struck out of the list of 
recipients. They must acknowledge that the British 
Legion were a very useful and important body with 
whom to be in affiliation. (Cheers.) 
When they had lost the glamour of war, proceeded Sir 
Layton, people began to forget and they became a little 
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slack. They said, “‘ Oh, well, it does not matter, we are 
He said 
last year, that he, personally, did not agree with that : 
they never knew when they might be called upon to come 
forward and do their bit for their country. They had an 
instance before them with the trouble on the Greek 
frontier, of which nobody knew what the result might be. 
Consequently, they could not afford to lose touch with the 
Old Comrades of the last war, because they did not know 
when they might want them again. 

They had heard it said that, in future wars, the fighting 
was going to be done by machinery: but during the last 


never going to fight any more, we are all right.” 


manoeuvres they found that the horse was not altogether 
dead. (Cheers). He came to the front, and in mobile war 
he would come to the front again. (Cheers). It was all 
nonsense to tell anyone who had any experience of mobile 
warfare that they could carry it through by machinery. 

He asked them, in conclusion. to do all they could to 
augment the numbers of the Association. 

In addition to Sir Martin Harvey’s memorable contribu- 
tion, the monologues of Mr. Charles Pond were a greatly 
appreciated feature of the evening’s entertainment, 
while a capital programme of popular selections was 
rendered by McCrimmon-Davey’s band. 

The whole affair, thanks to the well thought out organi- 
sation of the indefatigable Secretary, Mr. BR. Corr, and his 
colleagues on the Dinner Committee, Lieut. Warburton and 
Mr. Fisher, passed off splendidly, without a single hitch, 
from start to finish. 


NOTES AND NEWS. 


The Editor will be glad to receive items of professional interest in 
these columns. 











Diary of Events. 


Nov. 19th.---Autumn Meeting of the Western Counties 
Division at Plymouth. 
» 27th.--Annual Meeting of the North Wales 


Division at Wrexham. 

‘Notification of changes of address to 

Registrar, R.C.V.S. 

lst.—R.C.V.S., Examination Fees (December 
Exams.) payable. 

- 8th.—R.C.V.S., Written Examination. 

»  10th—R.C.V.S., Oral Examinations commence. 


» 30th. 


Dec. 





Foot-AND-Moutu DISEASE. 

During the week-end eleven further outbreaks of foot- 
and-mouth disease were confirmed. Of these, four 
occurred on Sunday, and included an outbreak at Henle®- 
on-Thames, a hitherto uninfected district, and it was 
necessary to schedule a new fifteen-mile area, which 
alfected the Reading cattle market. 

The Midlands area was extended on Sunday, owing 
to an outbreak near Leicester, an extension which affected 
the Loughborough market. The other two outbreaks 
were in the Chippenham area. 

Seven outbreaks were confirmed on Saturday. These 
were confined to existing infected areas, and it was not 
necessary to alter the restrictions. 

* > . * * * 

Sir Joseph Cook, the High Commissioner for Australia, 
has received a telegram from the Commonwealth Govern- 
ment, stating that, owing to the prevalence of foot-and- 
mouth disease in this country, the importation into 
Australia of cattle, sheep, swine and goats from the 
United Kingdom has been prohibited until further notice. 
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Considerable time was given at the meeting on ‘Tuesday 
of the Central and Associated Chambers of Agriculture 
to the possible causes of the renewed outbreaks of foot- 
and-mouth disease, and a resolution was adopted urging 
the prohibition of Continental straw, hay, and litter 
as packings for articles coming into British ports. 

A resolution of congratulation was passed to Mr. Edward 
Wood on his appointment as Viceroy of India, and the 
council expressed its regret for the loss of such a sympathetic 
Minister of Agriculture. 


Royat COLLEGE OF VETERINARY SURGEONS. 
OBITUARY. 
LoNGHURST, Seaward. The Chestnuts, Ash Vale, Surrey. 
Graduated London, March 3lst, 1873. Fellow January 





26th, 1893. Died 28th October, 1925. 
Warp, John, 24 Park Road, Gravesend. Graduated 


London, April 19th, 1869. 
26th, 1925. 


THE LATE COLONEL LONGHURST. 

“The death occurred at his residence, The Chestnuts, 
Ash, on Wednesday morning, of Lieut.-Colonel Seaward 
Longhurst, F.R.C.V.S., at the age of 76 years,” says the 
Aldershot Gazette of October 29th, ‘‘ Colonel Longhurst 
had a stroke about a fortnight ago, and although hopes 
were entertained of his recovery, these were not realised. 

“ Colonel Longhurst had 35 years of military service. 
He was Regimental Veterinary Officer, Royal Horse 
Artillery and Field Artillery from 14th June, 1873, till 
gazetted to the Ist (IXing’s) Dragoon Guards at Manchester, 
1877. He served with the regiment at Aldershot and 
during the Zulu war, when the corps was two years in 
South Africa, he purchased ‘ remount’ horses throughout 
the Transvaal for cavalry. He also served with the 
regiment six years in India, when he judged at the large 
periodical horse fairs in that country. He received the 
gold medal (competitive) for the best practical essay on 
‘South African Horses,’ awarded by Colonel P. Roddy, 
V.C., Indian Stalf Corps. In 1886 he was appointed 
Staff Veterinary Officer at Shorncliffe, including veterinary 
charge at Dover. This appointment he held until 1890. 
when he was appointed to the 10th Royal Hussars at York. 
He also served with the regiment at the Curragh, Dublin, 
aud Cahir. In 1893 he was appointed Professor of the 
Army Veterinary School and Director of the Army and 
Navy Vaccine Institute. Aldershot, when he officiated as 
Principal Veterinary Officer. From 1898 to 1900 Colonel 
Longhurst was employed on remount duty in England, 
Scotland and Wales, for the South African war, when he 
passed about 12,000 horses for cavalry and Royal Horse 
Artillery. For his services he was promoted Lieut.- 
Colonel, and in 1900 he was appointed Principal Veterinary 
Otficer in Ireland. holding this post until 1902. In March, 
1911, he was appointed Inspector of the Board of Agricul- 
ture for the purposes of the Diseases_gf Animals Act, 1910, 
and Order thereunder. The appointment ceased on 
mobilisation, and he was then employed on remount duty 
in Aldershot town and district north of it. In September, 
1914, he was appointed an Assistant Director of Veterinary 
Services (Mersey Defences), and held this appointment 
until April, 1916. In that period he inspected at Hull 
about 14,000 horses per year, and about 93,000 horses 
and mules at Liverpool. 

“Colonel Longhurst made his home at Ash for the 
past twenty-three years, and from 1916 till his death he 
practised as a veterinary surgeon. 

“He leaves a widow, three sons and four daughters. 
His first wife was the daughter of Colonel Hopkins, and 
she was buried at Aldershot military cemetery in 1896. 
His second marriage took place in 1896 to Miss Power, of 
Norfolk.” —_—— 

Lieut.-Col. R. C. Cocurane, C.B.E., F.R.C.V.S. 

We regret to announce the death of Lieut.-Col. Robert 
Cecil Cochrane, C.B.E., F.R.C.V.8., Royal Army Veter- 
inary Corps (retired), which took place at Hambleton, 
Droitwich, on the 23rd October, 1925, after a long and 
painful illness. 


Died at Gravesend, October 
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Lieut.-Col. Cochrane was born at Lifford, Co. Donegal, 
on the llth May, 1871. He graduated at the, Royal 
Veterinary College, London, on the 14th December, 1897 
and in 1908 he was awarded the diploma as Fellow of the 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. 

He was commissioned as Lieutenant 9th March, 1898, 
promoted Captain 5th October, 1903, Major 9th March, 
1913, Acting Lieutenant-Colonel 16th June, 1917, promoted 
Lieutenant-Colonel 3rd July, 1921. 

He saw active service in the South African War 1899- 
1902, and later was employed under the Civil Government, 
Transvaal (Special extra Regimental employ) from Ist 
April, 1903, to 20th February, 1904. He served in France 
during the Great War and was Assistant Director of 
Veterinary Services, 2nd Indian Cavalry Division, from 
19th December, 1914 to 6th August, 1915, and again as 
Assistant Director of Veterinary Services XI. Corps from 
16th June, 1917 to 29th June, 1918. 
England he was appointed Officer-in-charge, Royal 
Army Veterinary Corps Records, at Woolwich, which 
appointment he held until his retirement on 25th February, 
1925. 

He was twice mentioned in Despatches, and awarded 
the C.B.E. for his services during the Great War. In 
addition he was in possession of the Queen’s South African 
Medal and four clasps, King’s South African Medal and 
two clasps, 1914 Star, British War and Victory Medals. 

Lieut.-Col. Cochrane always had the interests of the 
Corps very much at heart, and took a prominent part in 
the formation of the Royal Army Veterinary Corps Old 
Comrades’ Association. 

He was held in the highest esteem by all ranks of the 
Corps, and the deepest sympathy is felt for Mrs. Cochrane 
and daughter in the sad loss they have sustained. 

The Royal Army Veterinary Corps was represented 
at the funeral by Major H. E. Gibbs, D.S8.0., Royal Army 
Veterinary Corps, and representatives of the R.A.V.C. 
Records Office, Woolwich, also attended. 





On his return to | 








THE LATE Dr. B. H. Ransom. 

By the untimely death of Dr. b. H. Ransom at the age 
of 46 years, at Washington, on September 17th, 1925, 
the United States loses the Chief of the Zoological Division 
of the Bureau of Animal Industry. Of those who are 
gone he ranks with Cobbold and Looss ; and of those who 
remain he was one of their leaders. ‘To the veterinary 
profession in England he is perhaps best known from his 
monograph on the nematodes of the alimentary canal of 
Ruminants. What he, crowded into his life from 1899, 
when he took his first science degree at Nebraska seems 
really marvellous. Dr. M. C. Hall gives an account ot 
his works and activites in the October number of the 
North American Veterinarian. He occupied himselt 
chiefly with the specio-graphic, pathological, and life- 
history aspects of certain groups of worms. His name 
will ever be associated with the lite histories of Ascaris, 
Haemonchus, Synganus, Strongyloides, Habronema and 
Taenia ovis, all of which occur in this country. A large 
number of the most important methods of prevention 
and control of the common nematodes of swine and 
ruminants are based on his researches. Veterinary 
parasitology will miss him greatly. A. W. N. P. 





The Editor acknowledges the receipt of the following :— 

Report of a meeting of the Derbyshire Division, from 
Mr. O. V. Gunning, Hon. Secretary. 

Report of a meeting of the V.M.A. of Ireland, from Mr. 
J. J. O'Connor, Hon. Secretary. 

Report of a meeting of the North Wales Division, from 
Mr. J. H. Wynne, Hon. Secretary. 

Communications from Messrs. G. F. Boddie, T. Parker, 
General Sir F. Smith, and Lieut.-Col. T. D. Young. 


National Veterinary Medical Association of Great Britain 
and Ireland. 
EDITORIAL OFFICE: 10 Gray’s inn Square, London W.C.1. 
All ications relative to the literary side of the Veterinary 
Record must be addresscd to the Assistant éeaitor, “ Veterinary 
Record,” 10 Gray's inn Square, W.C.1. 
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Of all chemists and stores 


| — Healthy Cats 


Cats are the cleanest of all animals, but, even so, 
their long fur may harbour creepy-crawlies picked 
up in rambles in and about the neighbouring 
Animal coats can be kept clean and 
germ-free by the regular use of Sanitas Powder. 


When brushing, sprinkle a little Sanitas Powder 
over the coat and ensure perfect cleanliness. 
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